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Tyirtr-FourtH Congress, Ist Session. 


that it mene only that the colleague of the Sen- 
ator from J {assachusetts, [Mr. Sumner, ] himself 
, Senator from that State, {Mr.Wirson, | thought 
it proper to bring the fact, which he stated, to the 
notice of the Senate, without making any motion, 
and upon that the resolution of a was 
ofiered by the Senator from New York. My im- 

ressions, therefore, are changed. It seems to 
me, that it was properly introductory, at least to 
show that the attention of the Senate was drawn 
to the fact by the Senator from Massachusetts, if 
the action of the Senate was not also invited by 
him. It seems to me, then, that it would be 
— to allow the statement to remain upon the 

rnal. 

‘Mt. WELLER. Lask that the resolution be 
read, because, if I am right in thinking that this 
case is properly before the Senate, and is well 
understood on the face of the resolution itself, 
the insertion of these remarks is improper. I 
have made no motion on the subject; I have not 
moved to amend the Journal. My only object 
was to elicit the opinion of Senators as to the 
propriety of these entries being made on the Jour- 
nal. I now ask that the resolution be read. 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That a committee of five members be elected 
by the Senate to inquire into the circumstances attending 
the assault committed on the person of the Hon. CuaR.es 
Sumner, amember of the Senate, in the Senate Chamber 
yesterday ; and that the said committee be instructed to re- 
port a statement of the facts, together with their opinion 
thereon, to the Senate. 


Mr. WELLER. I think the statement is 
wholly unnecessary, because the resolution as- 
sumes that an assault was committed on a mem- 
ber of the Senate, and proceeds to provide for the 
appointment of a committee to investigate the 
facts; but I have made no motion on the subject, 
and Ido not propose to do so. : 

The PRESIDENT. The question, then, is on 
the motion of the Senator from Maryland, to give 
to the committee appointed at the last sitting of 
the Senate, power to send for persons and papers. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. SEWARD. I present the memorial of the 
Americ@h Guano Company, praying for the adop- 
tion of measures for asserting the jurisdiction of 
the United States over certain guano islands lying 
in the Pacific ocean, acquired by discovery, pur- 
chase, or assignment, and the recognition of the 
title of the American Guano Company to the 
same. I ask that the memorial be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations; and, as the 
papers accompanying it are very interesting and 
important, I enlarge my motion so as to provide 
for their printing. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, presented the peti- 
tion of John Ottinger, praying to be allowed a 
pension for his services in the revolutionary war; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions, ‘ 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
memorial of Matthew Hines, reported that the 
prayer of the memorialist be denied. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the memorial of the agents of the New 
York Iron Pavement Company, reported that the 
prayer of the memorialists be denied. 

e also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a petition of citizens of Washing- 
ton, praying that provision may be made for the 
support and education of the indigent deaf, dumb, 
blind, and idiotic, in that city, reported that the 
prayer of the petitioners be denied. ea 

Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
242) for the relief of the Tampico volunteers, re- 
ported it without amendment, and submitted an 
adverse report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on the Dis- 
triet of Columbia, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of the Columbian Harmony Society, reported 
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| a bill (S. No. 338) for the relief of the Columbian 
| Harmony Society of the city of Washington; 
| which was read, and passed to a second reading. | 

Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Public | 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 324) | 
to permit the Legislature of lowa to determine for 
that State the application of a grant of lands here- 
tofore made to the State to aid in the construction 
of certain railroads, reported a joint resolution | 
(S. R. No. 20) to permit the Legislature of lowa | 
to determine for that State the application of a 
grant of lands heretofore made to the State to aid | 
in the construction of certain railroads; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. 


DIPLOMATIC SYSTEM. 

Mr. MASON. I offer the following resolution, 
and ask for its consideration now: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be 
instructed to inquire and report to the Senate what alter- 
ations (if any) they may deem necessary or expedient in 
| the act entitled *‘An act to remodel the diplomatic and con- 
| sular systems of the United States,” approved March 1 
1855, so far as the diplomatic service is affected by said 
act. 

The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded 
to consider the resolution. 

Mr. HAMLIN. LIhope the Senator from Vir- 
oe will give his resolution a little wider scope. 
| I think the concluding paragraph limits the in | 
quiry entirely to the diplomatic service. There 
were certainly some errors committed under the | 








it 
| 














act of 1855, in relation to the consular system, 
and I ask that the resolution may be so amended 
as to include that service. 

Mr. MASON. I did not embrace the consular 
system because I was satisfied, as I presume the 
Senate is, that it properly belongs to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and does not belong to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. The Commit- 
tee on Commerce is conversant with the whole 
consular system, and we are not. Consuls are 
officers pertaining to commerce, and not to di- | 

lomacy. The bill of last year originated in the | 
| House of Representatives, and consuls were in- 
cluded, from some motives of convenience, I 
| presume. Of course,] should be happy to include 
them. 
The resolution was agreed to. 


RECONSIDERATION OF A VOTE. 


Mr. BIGGS. At the request of some persons 
interested in the bill rejected at the last sitting of 
the Senate, for the renewal of the McCormick 
patent, I move a reconsideration of the vote b 
which that bill was rejected, with a view that the | 
motion may be entered, and its consideration lie | 
over until next private bill day. 

The PRESIDENT. The motion’ will be en- 
tered, 

WAGON ROAD TO THE PACIFIC, 


Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, I have a me- 
morial to present to the Senate this morning, 
signed by a much larger number of persons than 
any petition which has ever before been presented 
to the Senate. This memorial is now before me 
in two large folio volumes. It contains the sig- 
natures of seventy-five thousand freemen, residing 
in the State of California. I believe no petition has 
ever yet been presented to the Senate in our past 
history, that has had more than ten thousand 
signatures attached to it. California, when she 
speaks, desires to be heard. This memorial 
comes, as I have said before, from seventy-five ' 
thousand American citizens on the Pacific, who 
sincerely wish to have their destinies united with 
yours. I do not know how I can put the Senate 
in possession of their wishes in a better way than 
by reading the memorial itself. I am sure the 
voice of so large a number of freemen will not be 
disregarded. 

‘“® our petitioners, citizens resident inthe State of Cali- 
fornia, respectfully represent to the honorable the Congress 
of the United States, the following facts, and ask your 
earmest consideration of our necessities, and immediate 
action for our relief: 

* We are a popniation of five hundred thousand in num- 
ber, occupying the western limits of American ssions 
upon the Pacific. Our State is the growth of little more 
than five years; yet within that brief period we have 
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erected, as an outpost upon tre frontier of our republic, a 
municipal government faithfully reflecting the spirit of our 
COMMON institutions, 

“* By energy and enterprise we have laid the foundation 
for a great State which, properly protected and encow ad, 
shall add to the dignity and stability of the Union. e 
have passed laws yielding willing allegiance to the Federal 
Government. We have built cities, villages, and works 
of improvement worthy an industrious people. We have 
planted the germs of a commerce already important, and 
destined to produce in time most magnificent results, and 
from which we have already paid large revenue to the 
Federal Treasury. 

_ * Qur mines, not yet fairly opened for successful work- 
ing, have realized by moderate estimate $300 ,000 000, which 
we have sent forth to the world ; and thus, in no inconaider- 
able degree, contributed to the prosperity of our whole 
country. We have been, and still are, developing new 
sources of wealth ; we have explored and brought to notice 
parts of our country hitherto unknown; we have planted 
ourselves on this distant coast, where we are prepared to 
do loyal duty in protecting our country from aggression or 
wrong. The character of our people, the nature of our pro- 
ductions, the capabilities of our soil and climate, the accom- 
plishments of the past and the reasonable hopes of the 
future, should all commend us to the favorable care of the 
Federal Government. And while we appreciate the ben- 
efits of ail the appropriations of the Federal Government 
for our debt, defenses, and commerce, which have been so 
generously expended on our coast, and which give us 
reasonable assurance of the future, there is a pressing 
necessity, for the want of which our State of California 
and the whole Pacific coast are now languishing and un- 
prosperous. Our great necessity is increase of population ; 
our requirement is an immigration of the working and pro- 
ducing classes. Our State presents most unparaleled induce- 
ments for this class of persons; our climate is unequaled; 
from its extremes, suffering is unknown; our soil is pro- 
ductive almost beyond belief; destitution for the healthful 
and willing worker can never exist. Our mines yield os 
readily as upon their first discovery, and are permaneut 
and endurable as the eternal hills in which they are located. 
Every inducement for immigration is now as strong as when, 
in 1849 and 1850, all the approaches to our States were 
thronged with inunigrants. The best portion of our present 
population arrived here by passage across the Plains ; and 
from the length of the journey, character of the country, 
the absence of settlements, the inability to obtain supplies 
and recruit their stock, ts journey was not without its 
inconveniences and injuri@®. ‘The recent hostile demon- 
strations of the Indian tribes haveso multiplied the hard- 
ships and increased the hazard of this our only land 
approach, as to render it nearly impracticable; and the 
result has been an almost entire suspension of travel by 
this route—a cause from which we are now laboring under 
embarrassment. 

“Our petition to Congress is for the immediate construc- 
tion of a wagon-road between the frontier of the States of 
Missouri and California, following the general route of the 
old emigrant road, passing through the valley of the Great 
Salt Lake, and reaching California at a point on the eastern 
slope of the Sierra Nevada, where the Carson Valley leaves 
the mountains, and where is now established a flourishing 
village, known as ‘ Carson Valley Settlement.’ ‘This is the 
route of the great immigration of 1849 and 1850. Itis mostly 
a level plain, requiring a few small bridges, the establish- 
ment of ferries, occasional excavations, and the sinkin 
of a few wells. It is central; already have three hundre 
thousand people crossed it, thus satisfactorily demonustrat- 
ing the practicability of the route. 

‘* Our petition is also for the establishment of military 
posts at such convenient posts along the line of said route 
as shall effectually contribute to the protection and safety, 
the construction of workshops, blacksmith shops, and such 
other aid as may be necessary for the public, 

“We most earnestly ask of our Government the imme- 
diate and favorable consideration of our petition. Refleet 
that we are a part of the people of the United States, now 
separated from the twenty-two million of our fellow-citizens 
by a belt of our national territory less than two thousand 
miles in width, and over a great part of which is now the 
best national road in the world, and at a cost by no means 
great. We are now, as it were, a distant colony; access 
from other parts of our own country to ourselves, is by a 
most eircuitous route, requiring the passage of two oceans, 
transit through a foreign territory and a tropical climate, 
Our business is subjected to delays and hazards ; our people 
to danger and inconvenience; our carrying trade pays rev- 
enue to a foreign Government, and in a measure, we are 
dependants on the will of private corporations.” 

‘¢ Should our present friendly relations with other Gov- 
ernments he disturbed, our commerce, our correspondence, 
and our treasure, would be subject to embarrassment, in- 
terruption, and loss ; we would find ourselves so far removed 
from the central authority, that ere troops and munitions 
of war or aid could reach us we should have become sub- 
dued (so far as a brave people could be subdued) to an 
enemy, and the insolent exactions of foreign military 
power over a defenseless people. ; i 

‘‘ Moved by these and such other national considerationa 
as will suggest themselves to the intelligence and patience 
of your honorable bodies, in interest of the present, and 
anxiety for the future, we most respectfully and earnestly 
ask the immediate construction of a national highway, pro- 
tected by adequate military strength. 

« And your memorialists will ever pray, &c., &c.”? 


In Great Britain the people occasionally form 
processions and march to the House of Parlia- 
ment in order to demand redress for grievances, 
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or the enactment of laws calculated to advance 
their interests. These seventy thousand Califor- 
nians have notcome here in person, but they have 


selected two of our most respectable citizens, || 


| 
| 


' 


(Drs. Hill and Hitchcock,) who have placed the | 


memorial I have read in my hands. 
fairly and justly the whole question, and you 
may rely upon it they are in earnest. ‘The day 
for joking with them has passed by. 


It presents | 


|| makers in the world. 


Mr. President, { may be allowed tosay, in pre- 


senting this memorial, that it has been my earn- 
est desire, eve) since I have had a seat in this 


Chamber to obtain from the Federal Government 


appropriations for the construction of wagon 
roads running towards the Pacific. This is a 
matter of immediate and pressing necessity. 
to us are more than dangerous. ‘These memorial- 
ists do notask you to stretch the Constitution to 
accommodate them. They ask you to make no 


works of internal improvement within the limits | 
of a State; but they simply ask you to construct | 
a good wagon road through your own Territories— | 
through that portion of our country which lies | 
between the frontier of Missouri and the — 

ere | 


boundary of the State from whence I come. 


Delays | 


is no'constitutional objection to be interposed. | 


You have the absolute power to expend every 
dollar of the national Treasury, if you choose, in 
making roads through the Territories. That the 


road which this memorial asks for is indispens- | 
eble for military purposes, I need not tell you. | 
The Secretary of War, in his annual report, says | 
that in case of war it would take from four to six | 


months to send troops and supplics, &c., overland 
to California, and (at present prices) at a cost of 
$20,000,000 per annum. 


Give us a good wagon | 


road, and the time will be reduced more than one | 


half, and the expense one third. 


By this you will | 


have accomplished much; but still a railroad will | 
be found necessary to give us the full protection | 
to which we are entitled as a member of this | 
mowed Confederacy. Your policy has thrown 


arge tribes of Indians between the Atlantic States 
and the Pacific coast, and we ask you for protec- 
tion against them. 


ilege of communicating Wh our brethren on this 
side, and leave us to the tender mercies of your 
unchristianized and uncivilized Indians? We 
are compelled, I say, to hold intercourse with you 
through foreign territory; and the disturbances 


which have recently taken place at Panama, as | 


well as the interruption of the San Juan route, 
mast demonstrate the absolute necessity of having 
some communication overland with that distant 
region. 
difficult to hold our possessions on the Pacific in 


would be temporarily detached from the Union 
beyond all doubt. 


Very early in the session—the first month of | 


the session—I introduced a bill to authorize the 
Postmaster General to contract for the transpor- 
tation of the mail tri-weekly from the Mississippi 
river to San Francisco. Aithough I felt that the 
people of California were entitled to larger mail 
facilities than they now enjoy, the great object 
which I sought to attain by the introduction of 
that bill was to provide for the construction of a 
good wagon road—a road over which the emi- 
grants could pass as safely and as securely as in 
any other portion of the Union. I think the peo- 
ple of my State have a right to this protection 
when they are passing through the 
of the United States. You fail to do your duty 
when you refuse to extend this to them. 

The bill to which I have alluded contained a 
provision, that waoever contracted to transport 
the mai’s should be authorized to expend a sum 
not exceeding $150,000 in. building and grading 
the road; and this was to be reimbursed from the 
Federal Treasury. You will discover, therefore, 


that whilst that was a postal bill, the great object || 
which I sought to attain was the construction of 


a good road. It wasin a form which struck me 
as much more practicable than any other in which 
it could be presented. ; 

The Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads had that bill long under consideration, and 
have finally reported it back to the Senate, strik- 
ing out the proposition whith I considered im- 
portant—the provision making an appropriation 
of $150,000 for the construction of a road, and 


Can you deny us this? Will | 
tg recognize us as members of the Union only || 
or taxable purposes? Will Ae deny us the priv- | 


|, men, cannot now go there. 





| directing the President of the United States to 
| see that military posts and stockades were planted 
along that road to give protection to the mails 
and to our emigrants. Does any one deny the 
power of the Federal Government to do this? 

I desired to place the construction of the road 
under mail contractors. They are the best road- 
They do not go out, as 
do the topographical engineers, with barometers 
and other instruments, to determine the altitude 
of mountains; nor do they care about the botany, 
mineralogy, or geology of the country; they 
take no other instruments than the ax, the 
shovel, the spade, and the pick-ax. Their only 
object is to locate a road. They know what 
grade they require in order to pass over with their 
stages; they see at once what bridges are neces- 
sary to cross the streams and ravines. If any 
Senator could now transport himself to the State 
of California, he would find over all the moun- 
tain roads, four-horse coaches making as good 
time as your stages on this side of the continent. 
My desire, then, was to place the expenditure of 
this money in the hands of practical civilians— 
men who would see that the road was made at 
once. ‘Time has become important to us; we 


want no exploring, no surveying parties; we | 


want the road, and that at once. ‘This accom- 
plished, we have no objection to parties to ex- 
amine the geology.and mineralogy of the country. 
Atthe last session of Congress we appropri- 
ated $50,000 to construct a road from Fort Riley 
to Bridger’s Pass. I inquired this morning, 
whether that road had yet been finished? and, 
to my astonishment, I received the information, 
that in a very few days, the parties were going 
out to commence the work! More than fifteen 
months have elapsed since Congress made an 
appropriation to open that road, and the first 
movement has not yet been made! Some excuse 
may, perhaps, be found for this delay, in the fact 
that, dieing the past summer, we were involved 
in a war with the tribes that lay between those 
different posts; but still, I think, the importance 
of the work was such as to justify sending out 
a strong military force to protect the working 
| parties. Certainly the whole of the last season 
| and this spring ought not to have been lost. 
But I must not, upon the presentation of a me- 
morial, merely, trespass on the attention of the 
| Senate. I will only say that, if a bill for the 
| construction of this wagon road be passed at 
this session of Congress, and if the construction 
| of it be placed under the control of civilians— 
| practical men—I have no doubt that, within a 


y period of twelve months, you will find stage 
Without a safe overland route it will be || 


coaches running upon that route. The California 


|| stage company are now prepared to stock that 
peace; and in war with any maritime Power, they || 


route the very moment this wagon road is com- 
| pleted, and you have the necessary military posts 
to give protection to those who may pass over it. 
| A mail can be transported from Independence, 
Missouri, over the road which I now propose, to 
the boundary line of California, in Carson valley, 
| in twelve days,and reach San Francisco in four- 
| teen days. 

Construct a road from E] Paso to Fort Yuma, 
which I intend to present in another bill, and the 
mail can be carried in coaches to the Gila, and 
| then through the Gorgonio Pass, to San Fran- 
| cisco, overland, in thirteen days. 
| Is thisdesirable? lLask the Senate whether we 





|| are not compelled, from the fact that the emigra- 
|| tion to California has now to pass through foreign 
erritories | 


| territory, to open a communication directly with 
| the Pacific, overland? The population which we 
particularly desire, agriculturists and laboring 
We want them to 
o with their families and their stock, and find 
appy homes in our rich and productive valleys. 
Besides, the very moment you open this wagon 
road, you will have a telegraph. That prince of 
| telegraphers, O’Rielley, would open a line within 
| fifteen months to San Francisco. You could then 
send your message, dated here, at twelve o’clock, 
and it would be opened by them at about half 
past nine o’clock this morning, by their time. 
You have been receiving from California, since 
1849, at the rate of some fifty millions of dollars 
per annum. 
pass overland, through our own territory, or 
| else thousands would at once become involved in 
bankruptcy and ruin. Let California withhold 
her remittances of gold for two months, and who 








In the event of a war, this must | 


pepe a 


h 


ent? 


/ can predict the financial embarrassments whic 
would overwhelm this section of the contin 

I have but one other remark to make. Cali 
fornia does not now ask you to make her jeade 
| There never has been a single dollar of the Fed. 

eral ‘Treasury appropriated to the construction, 
of any roads in the State of California. Take 
the State represented by my honorable friends 
from Michigan. She was for thirty years ates 
ritory, and all her roads were made at the ex. 
pense of the Federal Treasury; but in consequenes 
| of having no territorial government in California 
we have never had a dollar appropriated for this 
| purpose. We are not now asking it. We ask 
you merely to make roads through your ow, 
territory, and we will take care to connect with 
it. Is there anything unreasonable in this? (, 
do you still think that California is a ‘* humbus » 
a bubble, and will soon explode? Let me ga that 
| my State has thus far been loyal to the Union 
and will remain so if you deal justly and fairly 
by her. One would suppose that after you had 
| extracted more than three hundred millions from 
| her, you would concede she was no **humbug,”’ 

At the last session of our State Legislature 

$100,000 was appropriated to open a road from 
ihe head waters of the Sacramento river to Carson 
valley, which lies immediately on the boundary 
between the State of California and the Terri. 
tory of Utah. The session of the Legislature 
' which has just now closed, having gotten into 
some difficulty on the subject, have made a further 
_ appropriation of $140,000, making in all $240,000; 
_and the question is now submitted to the people 
of that State. Under a clause of the constitution 
of California you cannot increase the public debt 
without a direct vote of the people; and therefore 
| this proposition is now substiod to them. [ 
have no doubt but that just as soon as you have 
_made this road through your own Territories, you 
| will find the people of California prepared to in- 
tersect it from as many points as the commerce 
_ and business of that country may demand. 
| I have the instruction of the Committee on 
| Military Affairs to report a bill to provide for the 
construction of a military road from some point 
| in the State of Missouri, via Great Salt Lake to 
Carson Valley settlement, on the eastern frontier 
of the State of California, and for the establish- 
ment of military posts, and the sinking of wells 
thereupon. They have thus fully authorized me 
to a out the wishes of the me of Califor- 
| nila. hope the Senate will act with equal 
promptitude. 

This bill makes an appropriation of $300,000. 
{ have ascertained, in the proper quarter, that 
this will be amply sufficient to cover all the ex- 
| penses necessary to the bridging and grading of 
this road; for, as is said in the memorial, more 
than four fifths of it is the best natural road in 
America. There is only a small portion of it 
which requires bridging and grading in order to 
make it, as I have said, one of the best roads in 
the Republic. In the name of seventy-five thou- 
sand Californians I demand this at your hands. 

I shall ask the early attention of the Senate to 
this subject. [am aware-that we are engaged in 
the discussion of some questions deeply interest- 
ing to the Republic, but I hope we will soon be 
able to dispose of these. I would be doing in- 
justice, gross injustice, to the people whom | 
represent, if | did not demand prompt action upon 
some measures now pending, which are vitally 
important to them. 

s debate is not know in order, I will hereafter 
ask the indulgence of the Senate to give me a 
hearing on this bill. I regret that I have felt com- 
pelled to trespass upon the rules of the Senate at 
this time. : 

This memorial was laid before the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and it was in anticipation of 
that reference being made that I had the authority 
of the committee to report this bill. I will also 
say that it is my intention to-day to introduce 
another bill which I shall have referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, providing for the 
construction of a military road from El Paso to 
Fort Yuma, at the mouth of the Gila river. 

The memorial was ordered to lie on the table. 
It constitutes two large folio volumes, elegantly 
bound, with an illustrated title-page of letters set 
in California gold-leaf. 

Mr. WELLER. I now report, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, the bill (S. No. 337) 














26, 


whi *h 
ent? 
Cali. 
Dads, 
Fed. 
iCtlon 
Take 
lends 
Ter. 
e ex. 
lence 
ornia 
r thig 
> ask 
Own 
With 
Or 
ug”? 
’ that 
nion, 
alrly 
had 
from 
m” 
ture 
from 
TSon 
ary, 
erri- 
ture 
into 
ther 
Ople 
ition 
debt 
‘fore 
| 
have 
you 
) in 
cerce 


. 


2 on 
‘the 
oint 
@ to 
tier 
ish- 
ells 
| me 
ifor- 
qual 


00, 
that 
ex- 
4 of 
10re 
1 in 
of it 
r to 
sin 
1ou- 
1s. 

e to 
din 
est- 
» be 
in- 
n | 
pon 


ally 


fter 
ea 
ym- 
eat 


tee 
of 
ity 
Iso 
uce 
the 
the 

to 


ile. 
tly 


set 


m- 
37) 


‘gent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
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military road from some point in the State of 
Missouri, via Great Salt Lake, to Carson Valley | 
eottiement, on the eastern frontier of the State | 
of California, and for the establishment of mil- | 
itary posts, and the sinking of wells thereupon. 
The bill was read a first time, and ordere 
second reading. | 
BILLS INTRODUCED. | 


Mr. WELLER asked, and by unanimous con- | 
cont obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. | 
434) for constructing a military road from El Paso, 
an the Rio Grande, to Fort Yuma, at the mouth 
of the Gila river, and for establishing military | 
josts thereupon; which was read twice by its 
tile, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. | 


Mr. SEWARD asked, and by unanimous con- 


toa 


939) to authorize protection to be given to citi- 
zeus of the Gnited States who may discover de- | 
sits of guano; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
relations. 
‘ THE MADISON PAPERS. 


Mr. MASON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
gent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of publishing the papers of | 
Janes Madison, late President of the United States, which | 
were purchased from his representatives by the United 
States, and are the property of the Government. 


WILLIAM CAREY JONES. 


Mr. WELLER. I presented some wec Xs since 
the memorial of William Carey Jones, which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
That committee reported it back, and, on the 
ground that the proof was not complete, asked 
for its reference to the Court of Claims, and it 
was so referred. I think 1 can show the Senate 
that it is a case which ought not to be sent to that 
court, but one which can be readily acted on by 
this body. I offer the following resolution: 

resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate request the 
Court of Claims to return to the Senate the petition and 


papers of William Carey Jones, heretofore referred by the | 
Senate to that court. 





The resolution was considered by unanimous | 
consent, and agreed to. 


W. S. DERRICK. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. On Friday last, the bill | 
(S. No.,294) for the relief of Mrs. Ann P. Der- | 
rick, widow of W. S. Derrick, deceased, was 
passed over on my motion, on the ground that 
there was some little misunderstanding in regard 
to the parties to whom the money should go. 
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to which I have alluded, for the construction ofa || Its title was amended so as to read, ‘A bill for | 


} 
i 
| 
| 


As there may not be another opportunity to take | 


it up for two or three weeks, and as I expect 


shortly to be absent, I ask the Senate now to 


consider the bill. 


The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 


read the second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I move to strike out the 
words, ** Mrs. A. P. Derrick, widow of W.S. 
Derrick, deceased,’’ and insert ‘*the widow and 
children of W. S. Derrick, deceased.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. [I also move to amend the 
bill by adding at the end of it: ‘‘The money to 
be paid to the said widow and children according 
to the laws of the District of Columbia, in case 
of intestacy.” 

The amendment was agreed to; the bill was 


reported tothe Senate as amended, and the amend- | 


ments were concurred in. 
as follows: 


Beit enacted, §c., That the proper accounting officers of the 
1 reasury Department be, and they are hereby, authorized 
and required to account with and allow to the widow and 
children of W. S. Derrick, deceased, late chief clerk in the 


As amended it reads | 


Department of State, for the time the said W. 8. Derrick | 


periormed the duties of Secretary of the Department of 
State, by appointment of the President of the United States, 
the same compensation as was then allowed by law to the 
head of that Department, deducting therefrom the compen- 
Sation received by the said Derrick as chief clerk of said 


Department during the same time, the same to be paid out | 


of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated ; 
the money to be paid to the said widow and children 
according to the laws of the District of Columbia, in case 
ul intestacy. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
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The PRES{DENT. The Chair must first put 

he relief of the widow and children of W.S Der- || the question on the Jongest time. The Senator 

tick, deceased.” | from Florida moves to postpone the further con- 
KANSAS AFFAIRS. | sideration of this subject until Friday next. 


. DOUGLAS. 7 ; 
On motion of Mr. WELLER, the Senate, as || MT: DOUGLAS. | Thope that will not be done 


inc , 4 \| Mr. WADE. This is the third time that [ 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- |’ have risen to obtain the floor on this question. I 


eration of the bill (S. No. 172) to authorize the | have allowed it to be postponed heretofore, with 
people of the Territory of Kansas to form a con- | the understanding that, when reached again, we 
stitution and State government, preparatory to || should go on with it until a vote were obtained. 
their admission into the Union when they have | There is no probability that the other questions 
the requisite population. to which Senators allude can be disposed of 
Mr. PUGH addressed the Senate at length in || even by Friday. ‘There is no limit to the debate; 
favor of the bill as reported from the Committee || and there is no probability that either of those 

on Territories. He descanted on the amendment questions will come to any early conclusion, 
proposed by Mr. Sewarp as impossible, on ac- || Mr. TOOMBS. It seems to me, and I desire 
count of want of the necessary population, and || to suggest to the Senate, that the President's 
because the constitution. established at Topeka || veto message is a business of such a nature as 
was not adopted by any considerable number of || should override all others. If, however, the 
the people. His speech will be found in the Ap- || friends of the measures which the President has 
vetoed, propose to postpone them to a day cer- 


pendix. 
Mr. WADE. I move that the further consid- || tain, I shall not interfere. I do not know what 
their views are, but I think the veto message is 


eration of this subject be postponed until to-mer- 
one of those questions which have been usually 


row, and that it be made the special order of the 
held to have priority, from their particular char- 


day for one o’clock. 
Mr. TOOMBS. I desire to call up to-morrow |} acter. I wish the Senate to determine that point, 
}and therefore propose that it be taken up to- 


the President’s veto message, which was the first 
morrow, at one o’clock. I have the floor oo it. 


business in order, and was laid aside to enable 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I was rising to make the 


the Senator from Ohio to be heard. I think it | 
is in accordance with the understanding, that we || same motion, when the Senator from Georgia 
addressed the Chair. I imagine that there will 


should next proceed with that business. 
Mr. WELLER. I prefer that this subject || be no difficulty in getting through with that busi- 
ness to-morrow, and taking a vote on it, and 


should -be postponed until to-morrow, at one 
o’clock. It was the understanding, I believe, last || hiving the matter decided one way or the other. 
week, that when this question should be taken up || It is understood to be a privileged samuel: and 
again it should remain under consideration until || when we dispose of it it will be entirely out of 
disposed of. I hope that the Senator from Ohio || the way of all other business of the Senate. 
will persist in his motion for its postponement || The Senate is full; nearly all the Senators are in 
until to-morrow, at one o’clock. My understand- || the city; and I trust we shall be allowed to take 
ing was, that the veto message was to be taken | a vote to-morrow on the bills returned by the 
up during the morning hour. By taking it up in || President. 
that time we can soon dispose of it. | Mr. WADE. I believe that the only way to 
| 
} 














Mr. TOOMBS. I have no objection to that, || come to a conclusion on the Kansas question is, 
if it be the understanding of the Senate; but I do || to insist on its consideration regularly. We have 
not so consider it. permitted it to go over as often as it has been 

Mr. WELLER. So farasI am concerned I | up. I think we ought to make a stand upon it 
shall insist on that arrangement being carried out, || now. I believe the matters involved in it are as 
so that the Kansas question shall now remain || urgent and as important as any others. I must 
under discussion until we are able to come to a || insist, therefore, on my motion being put, at all 
conclusion upon it. The motion before the Sen- || events, that it be postponed until to-morrow, at 
ate is, to postpone the further consieration of || one o’clock, which I believe is the first motion 
this subject until one o’clock to-morrow, and that \| in order. 
it be made the special order for that hour. Lhope || Mr. WELLER. The Kansas bill was reported 
that motion will be agreed to. | over two months ago—about the middle of March. 

Mr. MALLORY. I desire to enlarge that pe- |) It has been under diseussion on and off ever since. 
riod. Let me say to my friend from California || It has been usually taken up for the purpose of 
that, when the naval bill was last taken up, it was || having a speech made upon it, and has then been 
understood that it should be disposed of before || postponed. It seemed to be the general agreement 
any other measures of importance were discussed. || of the Senate last week, that when it was taken 
It was understood that nothing should interfere || up again we should continue its discussion until 
with it. Then there came in a veto message, | every Senator who desired it should be heard upon 
which, being a privileged question, took preced- || the subject, and then take the vote. I shall insist 
ence, and that business was laid aside, and this || on that understanding being carried out so far as 
day assigned for the consideration of the Kansas || I am concerned. 
question. The naval bill is, | think, the business | Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope we shall be per- 
having priority, and the Kansas question may || mitted to proceed with the Kansas question. It 
very well be deferred toa longer day. With a | was one of the earliest matters brought to the 
view of asking fer the consideration of the naval | consideration of the Senate at the present session, 
bill to-morrow, and in the hope of getting a vote || and, in my judgment, it is by far and altogether 
on it then, as last Tuesday was fixed, by com- ] the most important question which has come or 
mon understanding, for taking a vote on it, I \| will come before the Senate. When we are placed 
propose to defer the Kansas bill until a longer || here at the head of this great Government, at x 
day. | time when a portion of our people are perhaps 

Mir. WELLER. It was generally supposed || engaged in civil war, we should lay aside all river 
that we were to close the debate on the subject || and harbor and Navy bills, and all other busi- 
to which the Senator from Florida alludes last || ness which may be in the way, in order to come 
week. | to some definite action on this subject. Lam not 

Mr. MALLORY. It has been closed. | going over the ground no‘v, with a view of irri- 

Mr. WELLER. But I thought it was gener- ||, tating the feelings of any one; but | appeal to the 
ally understood that, ‘when we took up the Kan- || Senate tha. we who are placed here in charge 
sas question, we should proceed with it until a || should do something, if we can, to stay the strife 
vote was obtained. In my judgment itis a much || which is arising in one part of this Union, and 
more important question than the naval bill. \| which may extend from that far-of! region to the 

Mr. MALLORY. I differ with my friend from || center before we are aware of it, if something 
So far as I understand the question, || be not done. 
|| In a business point of view, it is the best way 
| to get along with our business to take up one sub- 
| 
| 








debate has closed on the naval bill, and it is now 
ready for a vote. 

Mr. WELLER. There will be no difficulty || ject and finish it before we begin another. ‘The 
in getting a vote on it in the morning hour if the || Kansas debate will never be concluded in the 
debate be closed. + way in which it has been going on, I trust we 

Mr. MALLORY. I move to postpone the || shall proceed with it, day by day, and at night, 
\| further consideration of the Kansas bill, which \ if necessary, until we get through with it. ‘Ifthe 

is now before the Senate, until Friday next. | measures now proposed are not such as will give 

Mr. WADE. | peace to the country, let us try and devise some- 


Is not my motion pending? 
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thing else. We must do the best we can, and not 
sit a idly, while our peo le, who have placed 
this great irust in our hands, are about (i the 
have not already done it) to imbrue their hand 
in each other’s blood. A vast remponesbility is 
upon us; for one, I feel it, sir. I wish to turn 
my attention, first, to this great question; and I 
hope, as it has been the understanding in the 
Senate, nothing will be permitted to interfere with 
it until we can act upon it in the best way to give 
peace and quiet to the country—to save, if we can, 
the Union, and preserve it as it has been com- 
mitted to our care. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
motion of the Senator from Florida to postpone 
the further consideration of this bill untl Friday 
next, and make it the special order for that day 
at one o’clock. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I call for the yeas and 
nays on that motion. 

he yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WELLER. It is very well understood 
by the Senate that we shall not be in session on 
Friday, so that the effect of the postponement 
now proposed will be to throw this question over 
until the second Monday in June. 

Mr. MALLORY. With the permission of the 
Senate, I will modify my motion so as to post- 
pone this question until Thursday. ; 

Mr. WELLER. It cannot be modified after 
the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The PRESIDENT. It requires unanimous 
consent to allow the motion now to be modified. 
Does the Senator from California object to_the 
modification ? 

Mr. WELLER. Ido. 

The PRESIDENT. The question will then | 
be on postponing the further consideration of this 
subject until Friday next. 

r. BENJAMIN. [havea word tosay inreply 
to the suggestion of the Senator from California. 
I do not suppose he has the remotest idea that any 
vote will be taken by the Senate, if we go on with 


this discussion to-morrow; but that a vote on other | 


questions will be defeated is very certain. I think 
we had better take a vote on those subjects which 
are ready for voting, than discuss one which can- 
not be voted on by Friday if it were discussed 
from now till that day. 

Mr. WELLER. ca. sure that, by going on 
with the discussion, we shall be nearer to the 
termination of it than by postponing it a week 
atatime. This is my answer. 

Mr. STUART. It appears that new light is 
shining in upon us every day. Is it really ex- 
pected that the Kansas question can be disposed 
of between this and Friday? Why, sw, it will 


not be disposed of between this and the next ten | 


Fridays. 

Senutors talk about ‘‘ understandings.” I had 
some business under consideration a long time 
ago, with an understanding in which the Senate 
seemed tc acquiesce for two or three weeks, but 
finally some gentlemen got the floor on the naval 
bill, and my ‘‘understanding’’ vanished in a 
moment, and the Senate said they would go on 
with the Navy discussion until that was termin- 
ated. The Senate firmly resolved that they 
would end that subject before taking up any 
other. Mine was cut out without any hesitation 
under that resolve, Oey has been extended 
from time to time on the Kansas question. A 
Senator has had the floor to-day; and now an- 
other understanding is got up that the Kansas 

uestion will be ended before taking up oe 
ing else. This certainly cannot be done. The 
solemn agreement of the Senate entered into to- 
oy will not effect it. 
think the Senator from Georgia is right in 
claiming the floor upon the President’s veto mes- | 
sage. ik is due to him asa Senator, and I think 
itis due to the subject under the Constitution; 
for the Constitution, in express langusses says, 
that when the President returns a bill with his 
objections, those objections shall be entered at | 
large upon the Journal, and that the Senate, or 
House, shall ** proceed to reconsider it.’’ I do 
not deny the power of the Senate to postpone it, | 
for their convenience; but I do deny the right | 
of the Senate to treat it subserviently to other 
questions. I[ care not, in this view, what may 
be the nature of the bill which is vetoed. It is 
known to every Senator that I feel a very deep 
interest in the subject of the bills which have been 








returned by the President with his objections; but | 


I would care just as much about this point, if I 
had not that interest. 
when the President returned other bills in which 
I did not feel much concern. 


[ repeat, Mr. President, it certainly is within | 
the knowledge of every Senator here, that it is | 
impossible to close the debate on the Kansas | 
If you sat | 


question between this and Friday. 
continuously day and night, it could not be done. 
Nor dol think, with the Senator from Illinois, 


that the mode proposed is the best one for the | 


country. I have no idea of being able to check 
this discussion, either in its length or its charac- 


ter; but, if I were going to —— a remedy | 
the country on this | 


for the evils which afflict \ 
topic, it should be utter and total silence in Con- 
gress. If that be not the sovereign remedy for 


the evils now existing in the country on this | 


question, there is none. 

I hope that the motion for the postponement of 
this question will be agreed to. If, as the Sena- 
ter from California says, there will be no session 
on Friday—if the Senate adjourns from next 


Thursday, and from time to time for a week or | 


ten days, it will be the same as if we continued 
the subject until Friday, for it mustthen go over, 
and not one half the gentlemen of this body who 
desire to speak on it can do so by that time. 

The Senator from Louisiana is correct when he 
says the probabilities are strong that the subject 
of the President’s veto message can be disposed 
of to-morrow, or, at all events, during to-morrow 
and the next day. I think, though I may be 
mistaken, that itcan be done to-morrow. here 
is to be no lengthy discussion on it. It can be 
disposed of, ended, and there will be one ques- 
tion out of the way. If the Senator from Florida 
be correct in reference to the Navy discussion, 
that can be disposed of before Friday; but I appre- 
hend, and I may say it again with safety, that 
the Kansas question will be a very durable one 
for some weeks to come. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
motion of the Senator from Florida to postpone 
the further consideration of the bill before the 
Senate until Friday next. 

The question being taken by _ and nays, 
resulted—yeas 22, nays 18; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Benjamin, Biggs, Bright, 


Brown, Cass, Dodge, Fitzpatrick, Hale, Hunter, Iverson, | 
Johnson, Jones of ‘Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, Pugh, Stu- | 


Serta of New Jersey, Toombs, Wright, and Yulee 


NAYS—Messrs. Bell of Tennessee, Brodhead, Clay, Col- 
lamer, Douglas, Durkee, Evans, Foot, Foster, Geyer, Har- 
lan, Seward, Slidell, Toucey, Trumbull, Wade, Weller, and 
Wilson—18. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER BILL VETO. 


Mr. TOOMBS. With a view to test the sense 
of the Senate, I move to take up the bill to remove 
obstructions to navigation at the mouth of the 
Mississippi river, which has been returned with 
the President’s objections, for the purpose of 
postponing it until to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS. I now move that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed until to- 
morrow, and that it be made the special order for 
one o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion of Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. ‘ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Mownpar, May 26, 1856. 

The House met at twelve o’clock,m, Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Dante, Watpo. 

Mr. FLAGLER moved that, inasmuch as the 
Journal of Friday was a very long one, the 
reading be dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER stated that it could only be 
done by unanimous consent, 

Mr. LETCHER objected. 

The Journal of Friday was then read and ap- 
proved. 

CAPITOL AND POST OFFICE EXTENSIONS. 


The SPEAKER stated the business first in 


I took the same course | 
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order to be upon the motion of Mr. Bau, holding 
over from Monday last, to suspend the rules for 
a pean of intreducing the following resoly. 

Resolved, That the President of the Uni 
requested to inform this House, at the ae mae be 
day, what amount of money has already been expeadan 
debts ineurred, upon the enlargement of the Capitol: ; =| 
what Santee auennnat appropriations will probably tone 
quired to complete same, agreeable to the prese 
of construction. , Mt play 

Furthermore, that he cause detailed information to 
given upon the following heads, to wit: The cost per ton 
when delivered at the Capitol, of the ht, rolled cnn 
cast iron, respectively ; and the number of tons of each ki 
which has been supplied, and the number of tons oy 
will still be required. 

The cost, per foot, of the various kinds of marble useg | 
said construction ; the localities from whence obtained : in 
amount of each deseription which has been already dolin’ 
ered; and the amount contracted for which is still to be 
delivered; and the proportion of that known as the « Lee 
marble” which has been furnished in blocks of less than 
thirty cubic feet; and what variations, if any, have been 
made in the cutting of the marble specified in the origina, 
eontract of Provost, Winter & Ce.; and whether such 
changes, if made, have increased the cost of the work ; and 
if so, to what extent ; mene. & ae reference, in this con. 
nection, to the windows of the principal story, the Capitalg 
of the pilasters, cornice, &c. 

The quantity of bricks furnished, with the places from 
whence obtained, and the cost, per thousand, of each jo, 
when delivered at the Capitol ; the cost, per thousand, fo 
laying up the same, including superintendence, tenders 
&c.; and whether the said bricks were laid up by contrac, 
or by the day. 

The number and cost of horses, oxen, wagons, carts 
drays, carriages, buggies, or other vehicles, used or employed 
in connection with said extension of the Capitol. 

The cost of shops, sheds, steam-engines, turning 
slotting machines, stone saws, wire cables, derricks, an 
other machinery and tools, the property of the Government, 
used in said extension. 

Also, what amount of money has been expended, debts 
incurred, or contracts entered into, towards the removal of 
the old dome, and the erection of the new one, upon the 
original Capitol building. 

Also, the number of persons employed as sculptors, mod- 
elers, bronze workers, &c. ; the prices paid, and under what 
authority of law they are employed. 

And, further, that he cause to be furnished to the Houre 
a list of the names of all persons employed, within each 
year, since the commencement of the Capitol enlargement, 
as superintendents, architects, draughismen, engineers, 
clerks, inspectors, or receivers of materials, foremen, over- 
seers, messengers, watchmen, or others employed about said 
work in any capacity other than as workmen or laborers ; 
specifying the particular service performed by each, and 
the amount of compensation. 

That the information here sought be accompanied witha 
detailed statement of al] contracts made in connection with 
this building; stating whether the same have been made in 
all cases after advertisement for bids; and if so, whether 
the contracts have been awarded, in all cases, to the lowest 
bidder; and if not, the reasons therefor. 

Post Office Extension, 

Resolved, That the President cause the Honse to be 
informed as to the amount of granite or marble contracted 
for or purchased, fo be used in the construction of the 
extension of the General Post Office building; from what 
localities obtained ; and the prices paid, or agreed to be 
paid, for each particular description of material. 

The amount expended in shops, sheds, stables, and tools; 
the amount expended in the construction of derricks, 
including all hoisting apparatus ; the amount expended in 
the purchase of horses, oxen, wagons, drays, carts, &c. 

What portion of the work upon said building is con- 
structed by contract, and what portion by mechanics and 
laborers employed by the day ; runes with the prices paid 
and _ number of men employed upon each description of 
WOrkK. 

The number of days already expended in cutting granite, 
and the number of surface feet now cut. 

The price paid per day, or per foot, for, cutting marble, 
the number of days’ work already applied to that service, 
and the number of surface feet dressed. 

The average cost (including superintendence) per foot for 
setting granite and marble, 

The number of tons of iron beams and other metal con- 
tracted for; from whom obtained; and the cost per ton 
when delivered. 

What other material has been purchased or contracted 
for; the prices to be paid; and with whomthe contracts, if 
any, have been made. 

‘The names of all persons employed as superintendents, 
architects, draughtsmen, engineers, clerks, inspectors, re- 
ceivers, overseers, foremen, messengers, watchmen, &c., 
together with the compensation paid to each per day or per 
month ; and the particular service which each performs. 


Mr. PHELPS. I objected the other day to 
the introduction of that resolution, and I ask per- 
mission now merely to call the attention of the 
House to the fact, that there are two committees 
of the House which are charged with the investi- 
gation of the subject-matter specified in that reso- 
ution. I am willing that inquiry should be made 
into these expenditures; and if either of these com- 
mittees will report that they cannot obtain the 
necessary information without an order of the 
House, I will vote to clothe them with power to 
send for persons and papers. I desire to call the 
attention of the House to the 100th and 106th 
rules of the House, defining the duties of these 
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as — Nee aaa 
ding TE =—__-«. The 100th rule, relating to the du- .indley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Hum- || I think myself that the House ought to divide 
a8 fer committees. The 4 ne bile, Bail 9 =e piey Marsha all, Meacham, Kilian Miller, Mitiward Mor- |) the office. of secretary and valnapeelee. The 
‘sol 2 Mornill Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Paine, || ; 
a ie provides that— Beier Polen Soaeuaes, Base ous, Pas Porter, || interpreter onght to be removed outside of the 
tes be a shall be the duty of the Committee on Public Build- Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, Reade, Ritchie, Sabin, Sage, political circle, within which of aio ee 
sean “ Grounds to consider all subjects relating to the || Sandidge, Sapp, Scott, es William Smith, William || missioner and secretary necessarily are. ere 
ded sdifices and grounds within the cityof Washington || R. Smith, Stewart, Stranahan, Talbott, Tappan, Thoring- || oucht to be no change in regard to the interpreter. 
I and public may be referred to them, and to report their opinion 7s Toameton, Toca, Trahen; we my Arcee. ndermees, We cannot supply his piace until we educate 
hf > i - v > rf . ¢ 
- md tyereon,t a eee ee er, Cadwalader ©’ Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watkins, || another, I agree with the Executive that $5,000 
Plan pay seem to ¢ h ittee which is || Welch, Wells, Williams, Winslow, Woodruff, and Wood- || is a very reasonable salary, and I am perfectly 
| 10 be We have, then, another Ns af the Pub- || Yort®—!s!- assured the Government cannot command Mr. 
er ton titled a “* Committee on so much of the Pub- NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 8. Williams’s services for a cent less. 
d, and ts and Expenditures as relates to the || Bennett, Boyce, Caruthers, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Craige, os : F , 
ne je Accoun dines.” The duty of that committee || Denver, Dowdell, Eustis, Faulkner, Goode, Herbert, George Mr. KELSEY. I object to the consideration 
whiek Public Buil nee lows: y W. Jones, Kelly, Smith Miller, —, Pheips, Quitman, || of these amendments at this time. : , 
is prescribed as fo Wai BA Ruffin, Taylor, Warner, and Daniel B. Wright—25. Mr. PHELPS. I hope the gentleman will with- 
sed in «Jt shall be the duty of the said commitees”— So the rules were yee draw his objection. 
rn alluding to all the Committees on the Public Ac-|| Pending the above call, . Mr.BALL. I have no sort of objection to the 
whe counts and Expenditures— Mr. THORINGTON said: Mr. Speaker, I || consideration of these amendments, provided it 
“ Lee «to examine into the state of Sie oe setn have paired off my colleague, Mr. Hatt, with || does not come out of my time. 
i respectively en er ee ee _ Pearce, of Pennsylvania, until the 10th of Mr. EHRLES, Dee I bes. Jeayy te merece 
a particalarly— i ive Depart- une next. suspend the rules to take up and consider the bill, 
oon i wee ey. Since er Mr. GREENWOOD stated that by an oe: i} if the gentleman from New York continues to 
K5 and mc whether the claims from time to time, satisfied and |) ment with Mr. BorFinton, of Massachusetts, he || object. It will take but three minutes to dispose 
8 Con. discharged by the respective aoa ann ite ate had paired off his colleague, Mr. Rust, of Ar- |! of this matter. 
apitale eufficient ee aile! ee an kansas, with Mr. Hatt, of Massachusetts, until Mr. BALL. I have no sort of objection to its 
s from civWhether such claims have been discharged out of the || either of them arrived in the city. consideration if it will not be taken out of my 
a het funds appropriated therefor, and whether all moneys have Mr. KEITT stated that his colleague, Mr. |! time. 
nd, for bee Ore en OO ee eien ery rahe || ORR, was unwell, and unable to attend the sitting || The SPEAKER. It will not be. 
cuact IM untae provide more perfectly for the. proper applica. || of the House. Mr. PHELPS. ‘The Committee on Foreign 
ton of the public moneys, and to secure the Government . || Affairs have recommended this very resolution, 
novel i emails unjust in their character or extravagant in || CONSULAR een APOE mRB St against which the yearns of a and — 
7 their amount. : ; u ’ have reported; and now, the only question before 
lathes aia a eae want; wince aay ond Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the unani- the Fs is, whether they witl concur in the 
8, and “aa retrenchment, can be made in the expenditures of the || mous consent of the House for leave to report || amendment of the Senate, or not. All the other 
uDent, several Departments, without detriment to the public ser- || hack from the Committee of Ways and Means || amendments of the Senate are merely verbal, and ie 
debts vite} Whetbet S20) Sue Seeman oF maine Gren ear | one of the general appropriation bills. It will || ought to be concurred in. fe 
val of jae to the United States from public defaulters or others; || consume but a moment of time. _ a ir. KELSEY. Thisamendment of the Senate “8 
m the and to report, from to time, such arrangements as maybe || Mr. BALL. I do not object, if the bill is to proposes to increase the salary from $3,500 to ir 
necessary to add to the copnomy ef Racerane epertaniats, | be immediately disposed of. | $5,000; and I think that ought not to be done ee 
= and the accountability of their officers.” Mr. CAMPBELL. [am directed bythe Com- || unless an opportunity is given to examine the an 
I do not object te the introduction of the reso- | mittee of Ways and Means to report back the | matter in the Committee of the Whole on the is 
Houre lotion because of-any unwillingness to have'the'l| © note amendments-to the consular and diplo- || state of the Union. 1 therefore desire to have ia 
boon information published to the House; I do not || matic appropriation bill. In one they recommend || the bill take that direction. - 
ny pit SEER aaaae Ney See net SNe a non-concurrence, and in others a concurrence. Mr. PHELPS. I then move to suspend the ‘3 
over. say, that if this resolution be adopted it will lead I ask that they be referred to the Committee of || rules. if 
ut said toan extended inquiry that will necessarily de- || the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered || The SPEAKER. The House is already acting : 
a mand the employment of an additional force in | 5, 1, printed. under a matter introduced under a suspension of fi 
— the office having charge of these works, and the || "x4," PHELPS. Most of the amendments of the rules; and therefore another motion to sus- 4 
with a consumption of much time to procure the inform- | the Senate are merely verbal in their nature. || pend the rules now is out of order. i 
n with ationasked for. If either of the committees to || There is only one which involves any increase of | Mr. PHELPS. Then I suggest that the bill / 
a which I have referred report to this a ree || appropriation. I suggest, then, that the amend- || be recommitted to the Committee of Ways and 
lowest uiler proper inquiries to the proper places, they || oats be taken up now, and at once disposed of. || Means, and { make a motion to that effect. 
cannot obtain the information they need for a fair The amendment of the Senate which proposes an Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I hope that di- 
; investigation of the subject, then [ will vote for || increase of appropriation is in reference to the |! rection will be given to the bill. 
to be the most extended inquiry. These are the rea- interpretership of the mission to China. The Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I understand that 
npr sons for m objection * the resolution. Committee on Foreign Relations has reported the gentleman from New York made a motion to 
on Mev BAtaine:. Shockoe Slapate: the Sect —_— that the increase of the salary of that interpreter || commit the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
ole by the gentleman, that the committees mentione be such as is provided for in the amendment of || on the state of the Union. halk 
have the power to enter into the investigation of the Senate. The Committee of Ways and|| TheSPEAKER. The Chair did not under- 
tools; this subject; but because they do not take it on Means, not being able to report in favor of any- || stand the gentleman to submit any motion. 
picks themselves to do this thing, it is no excuse or thing not provided for by existing law, are of Mr) KELSBRY. ‘1 intended to sake that. wé- 
i. reason for any member of this House to refrain course forced to recommend a non-concurrence || tion, and supposed I was so understood by the 
ae fom doing what he.cancsweada be his duty. in the amendment. I ask that the amendments || Chair. | oi 
8 and Mr. PHELPS. Is not the gentleman from || 1. taken u , and immediately acted on. he SPEAKER. Then that motion is pend- 
oid Ohio the chairman of the Committee on Public Mr. CAMPBELL. I am willing that the course || ing. ; 
; Buildings and Grounds ? suggested shall be taken in regard to these amend- Mr. CAMPBELL. I request that the bill be 
anite, Mr. BALL. Yes, sir; and as a member of that || ments recommitted to the Committee of Ways and 
committee [ have looked a little into these things, Mr. PHELPS. I move, then, that the House || Means. 
mien and the discoveries I have made have induced the concur in the verbal amendments of the Senate. The SPEAKER. The first question is to com- 
; introduction of the pending resolution. I wish They are mere corrections. I donot believe any- || mit to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
rot for the information asked for presented to the House body can object to them. The amendment of || of the Union. 
and the country, so that it may be seen how the the Senate which increases the appropriation in Mr. KELSEY. I will withdraw my motion. 
Ay nw has been disregarded and the public money the item of the bill, as sent from the House, pro- Mr. CAMPBELL. Then I move that the bill 
; pWasted, 3 ; -_ || vides that the salary of the interpreter to the || be recommitted to the Committee of Ways and 
acted _ltis not in order to discuss this matter at this || mission to China shall be, instead of $3,500, || Means. 
ots, if time; and if the House suspend the rules and in- $5,000 perannum. The increase is not author- || The motion was agreed to. 
dents troduce the resolution, { wil then tell some things ized by existing law, and the Committee of Ways ACCOUNTS OF J. G. MILLER, DECEASED. 
; that I am sure members have neither heard, read, e. That ’ 
8, Te- os ; ; and Means recommend a non-concurrent TheSPEAKER stated that the gentleman from 
eae ieee rey anny es pean eee eee iis Ohio [Mr Bat.) was entitled to the floor 
: wae , i atters. Jt is . W ‘ 
* Mr. H. MARSHALL. I call forthe yeasand | heuhe Heme wer whethar-er sot there shall || Mr. PORTER. I ask the gentleman from Ohio 
aes ™ oan the eat — roe ee = be any increase. The otheramendmentsare right, || oe r 2g eaten a 
, e yeas and nays were ordered. . ‘ e p. ; 
f the The cuvatioa one taken; and it was decided in ae pth Nn be This House has'so|| Mr. PORTER: I wish to offer to i consid- 
ttees _ the affirmative—yeas 131, nays 25; as follows: often departed from the rule alluded to by the || eration of the House a resolution, a aa ore 
— YEAS—Messts. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry enema from Missouri, that I think it will not || form, for the settlement of the account o pe ol 
resO- Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bisbop, Bliss, f ; : : : . ceased colleague, to which I hope there wi 
nile Bocock, Bradshaw, Branch, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, || find its conscience disturbed to do it be es Il of s hebietlend 
son furlingame, Burnett, James H. Campbell, John P. Camp- || course know the fact as to the duties of this inter- J al the Speaker of this House be instructed 
ll, Lewis D. Campbell; Caskie, Chaffee, Clawson, Wil- ter. 1 do not know more than one American || Resolved, : Miller. late « 
| the liamson R. W. Cobb, Colts Comins, Covode. Cox, Cragin, pre : his offi d he is || % settle the account of the Hon. John G. Miller, late 
“the Crawford, Cullen, Cumback, Davidson, Timothy Davis, || Capable for the discharge of this office, and he member of this House from the State of Missouri, for mile- 
ad Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edmundson, Edwards, || the gentleman who at present holds the appoint- age and per diem, from the commencement of thie session 
I the pantie; English, Flagier, Florence, Foster, Galloway, Gil- || ment. I will state just here that we pay $5,000 || to the = of May, (the Gay a Seoneer,) pay 
Harrie, auger Greenwood, Grow, Harlan, J. Morrison || fora tea-taster in China, whose genius lies in his || ame to Margaret ) . 
ese Hedlmn, eDOCS Vere Tea arene bos: meee appetite and in nothing else. ‘This interpreter || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to that 
. & Kelsey, Renuett, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Kunkel, Lake, | cannot get along respectably without that sum. || resolution. 
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Mr. PORTER. Then I move to suspend th 
rules to enable me to introduce the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order, as the | 
House is already acting under a resolution intro- 
duced under a suspension of the rules. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by | 
Assury Dicks, its Secretary, notifying the | 
House that that body had passed House bills of | 
the following titles: 

An act for the relief of John S. Pendleton; 

An act for the relief of Emma Bidamon. 

And also bills of the following titles; in which | 
it asked the concurrence of the House therein: 

An act for the relief of A. 8S. Bender; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 


of Rinaldo Johnson and of Ann E. Johnson, de- | 


ceased; 


An act for the relief of Nancy Bowen and Sa- 


rah Larrabee; 
An act for therelief of Oscar F. Johnston, a 
passed midshipman in the United States Navy; 


An act for the relief of William K. Jennings | 


and others; 

An act for the relief of J. Randolph Clay; 

Anact for the relief of John Hastings, Collector 
of the port of Pittsburg; 

An act for the relief of Hannibal Faulk and 
Eliza 8. Collier, (formerly widow Scriber,) and | 
the heirs and legal representatives of Benjamin | 
Scriber, deceased; 

An act for the relief of William G. Ridgeley, 
and Hodges & Landsdale, or their legal repre- 
sentatives; 

An act for the relief of the heirs and represent- | 
atives of the late Robert Sewall; 

An act for the relief of Anthony Rankin, of | 
Iennessee; 

An act for the relief of the heirs-at-law of Sarah 
Crandall, deceased; 

An act granting a revolutionary pension to Sa- | 
rah Blount; 
Anact granting five years’ half pay to Mrs. Ann 

Turner, widow of Elbert Turner, deceased; 

An act granting a pension to Mrs. a cams 
Gunsally, formerly widow of Lyman M. Rich- | 
mond, deceased; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of George Mayo, deceased ; | 

An act for the relief of Sally T. Matthews; 

An act for the relief of James T. V. Thomp- | 
son; 

An act for the relief of John M. McIntosh; | 
and 

An act for the relief of Mrs. Jane McCrabb, | 
widow of the late Captain John W. McCrabb, 
Assistant Quartermaster United States Army. 


CAPITOL EXTENSION——AGAIN. 


Mr. BALL then resumed the. floor and ad- 
dressed the House for one hour upon the manage- 
ment of the public works in the District of Co- | 
lumbia. His speech is withheld for revision, and 
will be published in the Appendix. In the course | 
of his remarks he yielded for explanations to 
Messrs. FLorence, Keirt, and others, and con- | 
cluded by moving the previous question on the | 
adoption of his resolutions. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and being put, 
the resolutions were adopted. 


NEW MEXICO CONTESTED ELECTION. | 
Mr. STEPHENS. I rise to a question of | 


rivilege. As a member of the Committee of | 
“lections, I wish to make a report verbally to the | 
House, in reference to the New Mexico case. I 
stated to the House some days since, that I knew | 
nothing about the case. I was not present when | 
it was decided by the committee. The sitting | 
Delegate has placed in my hands a paper which, | 
he says, submits his case to the House, and he | 
wished me to presentit. He ‘says in his paper 
that he cannot speak English, but has prepared 
an argument in English which he wishes the 
House to have printed, and I think it only right | 
that it should be printed. It is in the form of | 
a speech, and commences, 1 see, with ‘ Mr. | 
Speaker.’? He handed it to me only a few mo- 
ments ago, and I have not read it. { move that 
it be printed, and that any statement which the 
contestant may prepare, bealse printed, 

_ Mr. SMITH, of Alabama. | Before the ques- 
tion is taken, T desire to say that I expect to call | 
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up the New Mexico contested-election case to- 
morrow. The document just presented will be 
printed before final action in the case is had by 
the House. At any rate, I mean to call it up to- 
morrow. I have given the sitting Delegate two 
or three weeks to prepare this paper. 

The motion submitted by Mr. StrerHens was 
then agreed to. 


LAND CLAIMS IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. H. MARSHALL. I ask the unanimous | 
consent of the House to permit me to report 


back, from the Committee on the Judiciary, || 


House bill to expedite the issuing of patents for | 
confirmed land claims in California. I am in- 
structed to report it with amendments. 

Mr. PHELPS. What does the gentleman 
propose to do with it? 

Mr. MARSHALL. To pass it. 

Mr. PHELPS. To-day? 

Mr. MARSHALL. It is very short, and I 
will explain it in a few moments. 

Mr. PHELPS. Let the bill be read. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

The first section provides that in each and 
every case of a person or persons claiming land | 
in the State of California, and whose claim or | 
claims have been, or shall be, confirmed by the 
board of commissioners, or by the district court | 
for the district in which such lands are situated, 
or by the Supreme Court of the United States, | 
patents shall issue without delay to such claim- | 
ant or claimants, upon his or their presenting at 
the General Land Office an authentic certificate 
of such confirmation, and a plat or survey of 
said land, duly certified by the surveyor general 
of California. | 

Section two provides that the provisions of the 
act shall not apply to or affect any claim to land, | 
where the grant of land confirmed shall equal or 
exceed eleven square leagues. 

Section three provides that all patents issued 
for confirmed land claims in California, shall be 
conclusive only as between the United States and 
the claimants, and shall not affect the interests 
of third parties. 

Mr. PHELPS. I object to the reporting of 
the bill, and I will briefly give my reason for doing 
so. The bill, as I understand it, would deprive the 
United States of the privilege of appeal from the 
decision of the Commissioners to the district court 
and to the Supreme Court of the United States. I 
may be mistaken in this, and I should not ob- 
ject to the bill being reported and placed upon the 
Calendar, where it may be examined. desire 
time to examine it,and therefore I object to the 
reporting of the bill for the purpose of putting it 
upon its Pansiy, 

Mr. MARSHALL. I move to suspend the 
rules for the purpose of considering the bill, and 
if it be in order upon that motion I wish to say 
a few words in reply to what has been said by the 
gentleman from Missouri, 

The SPEAKER. Suggestions are sometimes | 
allowed by the courtesy of the House, but it is 
not strictly in order to debate the motion to sus- | 
pend the rules. 

Mr. PHELPS. I merely gave my reason for 
objecting, because I did not wish to be considered 
as objecting merely for the sake of objecting. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I desire to say to the 
House in regard to this bill 

Mr. CRAIGE, (interrupting.) Is debate in 
order? L understood that the bill was objected to. | 

Mr. MARSHALL. I have moved to suspend 
the rules. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order to debate 
that question at length, but suggestions are some- 
times allowed by the courtesy of the House. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I will not ask any courtesy. 
I insist on my motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. KELLY. I desire the consent of the 
House to allow me ‘to print a speech. I have, 
for some days, been seeking an opportunity to 
deliver it; but as I have had nosuch opportunity, 
and as I have to leave the city on Wednesday, 1 
trust no gentleman will object to allowing me to 
have it printed. [See Appendix for speech.] 

No objection was made. 

Mr. DENVER. The bill which the gentle- 
man from Kentucky desires to report is one of 
the greatest importance to the State of California, 
I know of no reason why it should be introduced 
out of its order. 1 knew nothing of the bill—— 
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The SPEAKER. Debate has been objecte 
to by the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr 
CRAIGE.] . 

The question was put on the motion to Suspend 
the rules; and there were—ayes 78, noes 35. ho 

uorum voting ; 

Mr. MARSHALL. I call for tellers, 

Mr. PHELPS demanded the yeas and nays 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided jy 
the affirmative—yeas 101, nays 39; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Benson, Billinghurst, Brad 
shaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, James IL 
Campbell, John P. Campbell, Chaffee, Clawson, Clinemay 
Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cox, Cragin, Cumback, Timothy 
Davis, Dickson, Durfee, Edie, Edmundson, Edwards El 
liott, Emrie, Eustis, Flagler, Florence, Foster, Granger, 


| Grow, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, Haven, tio,’ 


bert, Hoffman, Holloway, Valentine B. Horton, Hughstop 
Keitt, Kelsey, Kennett, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Kunke)’ 
Lake, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Mar. 
shall, Meacham, Killian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morr, 
Murray, Nichols, Paine, Parker, Peck, Pelton, Perry, Pettit 

C ’ 


| Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, Reade, Ricaud, Riteyi» 


Rivers, Roberts, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Simmons, \\ 
liam RK, Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Stranahan, Tappan 
Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Trippe, Underwoog’ 

’ 


Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Cadwalader C. Washburne 


Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wells, Woodruff 
Woodworth—101. ; ; . vn 


NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Hendley g 
Bennett, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Branch, Burnett, William. 
son R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Day 
Denver, English, Faulkner, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Googe’ 
George W. Jones, Kelly, Letcher, Smith Miller, Milison’ 
Andrew Oliver, Phelps, Richardson, Ruffin, Sandidee 
Samuel A. Smith, Stewart, Talbott, Tyson, Vail, Waldron’ 
Warner, Watkins, and Daniel B. Wright—39. F 

So the rules were suspended, two thirds having 
voted in the affirmative. 

Mr. MARSHALL, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, then reported back the bill with the 
following amendment: 

Strike out from the first section the words, ‘ or may be,” 
so that it will read, “‘ and which claims shall have been con. 
firmed ;?? and in the same section strike out the words, « or 
shall be,”’ in the same connection. 


Mr. MARSHALL then addressed the House 
in remarks which he has withheld for revision, 
and will appear in the Appendix. 

Mr. DENVER obtained the floor. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the gentleman 
will move to recommit the bill to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, it will keep the subject before 
the House, so that it will come up the first thing 
in order in the morning. If he submits that mo- 
tion, I will then move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. DENVER. I move, then, if the motion 
will keep the subject before the House, that the 
bill be recommitted to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

TheSPEAKER. That motion will keep the 
bill before the House. 

Mr. JONES. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

DON PIATT. 

Mr. STANTON. I hope, by unanimous con- 
sent, that I may have leave to make a report | 
had Icft at my lodgings when the committee was 
called on last Friday. I merely ask its introduc- 
tion that it may be referred. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. STANTON, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
Don Piatt; Which was read twice, referred toa 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


CUSTOM-HOUSE, ETC., AT CHICAGO. 


Mr. WOODWORTH. [ask the unanimous 
consent of the House for leave to take up the 
joint resolution for the enlargement of the cus- 
tom-house, &c., at Chicago. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object. 

Mr. WOODWORTH. I move to suspend the 
rules, then, for the purpose indicated. 

The SPEAKER. The House is now acting 
under a suspension of the rules. 


CALIFORNIA LAND CLAIMS—aAGAIN. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama. Should we adjourn 
now, the bill reported from the Committee on the 
Judiciary will be the first thing in order in the 
morning, and its consideration will consume the 
entire day, to the exclusion of all other business. 
I hope the House will refuse to adjourn, and con- 
sider the bill now. : 

Mr. CLINGMAN. object to discussion, and 
insist on the motion to adjourn. 
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mr. A. K. MARSHALL. I hope the gentle- 


san will not object to the introduction of a bill. 
m I only object to discus- 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 


. Mr. BURNETT. I insist on the motion to 
jjourhe 
‘The question was taken; and the House refused 
tg adjourn. 
HON. JOHN G. MILLER. 


Mr. PORTER, by unanimous consent, sub- 
sited the following resolution: 





Resolved, That the Speaker of this House be directed to 
- ‘ie the accounts Of Hon. Joun G. MILLER, late a mem- 
her of this House from the State of Missouri, for mileage 
and per diem from the commencement of the session tothe 

rday of May, (the day of his decease,) and to pay the 
Margaret Miller, his widow. 


sauce LO 

The question was put; and there were—ayes 
a3, noes not counted. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Nicnots | 
and SrRANAHAN were ee 

The question was then put; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 94, noes 23. 

The SPEAKER voted in the affirmative to 
make a quorum. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. KENNETT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted, and also to 
jay the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. | 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. I move that the | 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to propose, before that 
question is put, that the further consideration of 
this bill, reported by the gentleman from Kep- | 
tucky, be postponed until two wecks from to- 
morrow. { 

Mr. HARLAN. I ask the gentleman from 
Tennessee to withdraw his motion to adjourn, | 
and allow me to offer a joint resolution. 

Mr. JONES. Ihave no control over the motion | 
toadjourn; but I insist that, if the House do not | 
adjourn, there is already business before it with | 
the consideration of which it must proceed. 
The question recurring on the motion to ad- 
journ, 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. ’ 

The House then refused to adjourn. 

Mr. HARLAN obtained the floor. 

Mr. PHELPS. I now move that the further 
consideration of the subject be postponed until 
two weeks from to-morrow. 

TheSPEAKER,. The Chair has assigned the | 
floor to the gentleman from Ohio. a 

Mr. HARLAN. I merely wish to offer a res- 
olution, in order that it may be referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. It is a “ joint 
resolution to pay Ohio volunteers for services in 
the Mexican war.’? 

_ No objection being made, the resolution was 

introduced, read a first and second time, and | 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
CALIFORNIA LAND CLAIMS—AGAIN. 

Mr. PHELPS. I now submit my motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER. The pending motion upon 
the bill te which the gentleman’s motion refers, 
is to recommit it to the Committee on the Judi- 








ciary. ‘The gentleman from Missouri now moves 
that the further consideration thereof be post- 
poned for two weeks. 

_Mr. LETCHER. What is it to be postponed 
for? Why not go on with its consideration now ? 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire, for one, to investi- 
gate the question, and I fear I shall not have 
time unless it is postponed for that length of 
ume, as | expect to be absent before the close of 
we week, and to remain absent eight or ten 
lays, 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. Does the motion to 
pestpone take precedence of the motion to com- 
mites 

The SPEAKER. Itdoes. The motions, stand- 
ng in their order, are, first, the motion to post- 
pone, then to commit, and then to amend. 

Mr. DENVER. The gentleman from Vir- 
fila asks the reasons for the postponementasked 
for, For my part, I should like very much to 
have & postponement, for the reason that this bill 
ae important one, affecting very nearly all the 


Cause it has been sprung upon the House unex- 
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| pectedly and without notice of the time when it 


would come up. I wish to bring forward very 
important amendments to the bill, which will 
change it materially; and I wish to have time 


| and opportunity in which to draft and prepare 


|| feel no personal interest about this matter. 


those amendments, and also time to consider the 
bill. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I merely wish to say 
to the House, that, so far as I am concerned, I 
The 
bill was introduced by the other member from 
California; and I feel that itis a matter of comity 
and courtesy to him that the bill should take indi 
course as he may prefer, and as the House may 
indulge him in. I would further say, that the 
bill, as it came from his hands to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, has received no alteration, ex- 
cept that which strikes out what gives it a pros- 
pective operation, and which inserts the words, 
‘* prior to the Ist of January, 1856,”’ so as to fix 
the period of limitation. ‘Those are the only 
changes the committee have made in the bill. 

Mr. LETCHER. I withdraw my objection 
to the postponement of the bill, after hearing the 
statement of the gentleman from California, as 
he desires opportunity to prepare amendments, 
and to discuss the bill. 

Mr. STANTON. I would inquire whether 
this day two wecks is not the day assigned for 
the consideration of the Illinois contested-elec- 
tion case ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that 
it is on the 9th of June. 

Mr. HERGERT. 1 regret very much that my 
colleague and myself have taken different views 
of this bill. I had hoped that we should have 
been together upon it. I acknowledge that it is 
one of the most important measures which has 
been introduced relative to our common constil- 
uents; but it is a plain, simple bill, of only three 
sections, and if we are not able to make such cor- 
rections as are necessary to-day or to-morrow, I 
do not think that we will be able to do it at the 
expiration of two weeks. Besides, if we post- 
pone this matter, there is no certainty that we 
would ever reach it again. We have the game 
now, sir, in our hands; by postponing the matter, 
we may lose it. It is important that something 
should be done to quiet and settle the land titles 
of California. Before the board of commission- 
ers was appointed there, a person claiming lands 
could go into the market and sell them to some 
one; but since the establishment of that board—a 
board created by the United States Government, 
and to protect the interests of the Government— 
our lands have become valueless, and those who 
are claiming them have sacrificed their stock, 
and, in many instances, half their land, to carry 
on their litigation in opposition to the General 
Government. 

We do not propose by this bill to settle the 
titles as against third parties, but we ask you to 
give us a title, when the board of commissioners 
appointed by the General Government, and sent 
out there for the purpose of protecting the inter- 
ests of the Government, have decided that the 
United States have no title. Let the patent then 
issue. Untilthat is done our lands are valueless. 
It would have been far better if no Mexican 
grants had ever existed there. 

I hope, sir, that the House will consider the 
bill to-day, or at least to-morrow. I hope my 
colleague will agree to this suggestion. If he is 
unprepared now, let the bill lie over until to-mor- 


row, when we can take it up, discuss its merits | 


pro and con., and act upon it. 
| not be postponed. 
The question was then taken on Mr. Puetps’s 
motion; and it was agreed to. 
| So the further consideration of the bill was 
postponed for two weeks. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
| On motion of Mr. GALLOWAY, leave was 


1 hope that it will 


granted for the withdrawal from the files of the || 


| House of the papers in relation to the claims of 

| Charles Townsend, of New York, end William 

| McVicker, of Ohio, for the purpose of reference 
to the Court of Claims. 


BOOKS FOR NEW MEMBERS. 
| Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. I ask the unani- 
| mous consent of the House to offer the following 


ed interest in the State of California, and be- || resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representa- 
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} 
| tives furnish and deliver to each member and Delegate in 


the House of the present Congress, who has not already 
received the same, and pay for the same out of the contin- 
gent fund of the House, such numbers and editions of such 
books of a public character as were furnished to the new 
members and Delegates of the last Congress under the joint 
resolution of February 23, 1854, and the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of June 20, 1854: Provided, That 
they be furnished at prices not exceeding those for which 
they were heretofore supplied to such members and Dele- 
gates. 

Mr. BURNETT. 

Mr. MARSHALL. 


rules. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There is an ex- 
press law that neither House shall order books. 
Mr. MARSHALL, No, sir; there is no such 


I object to that resolution. 
l ask a suspension of the 


law. 30th Houses have ordered books this ses- 
sion. 

Mr. JONES. That is my recollection of the 
law. 


Mr. MARSHALL. Ifthe gentleman will refer 
to the law, he will find that he is mistaken. 

Mr. JONES. I ask for the yeas and nays on 
the motion to suspend the rules. 


REPORT OF A COMMITTEE. 
Mr. OLIVER, of New York, by unanimous 


consent, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
reported back, with a recommendation that it do 
pass, House bill for the relief of S. Knapp; which 
was referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. BURNETT moved an adjournment, and 
demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Purviance 
and Winstow were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 63, noes 37. 

So the motion was agreed to; and thereupon 
(at ten minutes to four o'clock, p. m.,) the House 
adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, May 27, 1856. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. MALLORY presented the petition of 
Otway H. Berryman, a lieutenant im the Navy, 
praying that a balance found against him by the 
accounting officers in the settlement of his ac- 
counts as acting purser of the United States 
schooner Oakahye, and paid by him into the 
Treasury, may be refunded; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the memorial of the 
captain and members of the Spy Company, com- 
manded by Colonel Dominguez, in the late war 
with Mexico, praying to be allowed extra pay 
and bounty land; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WILSON presented a petition of ship- 
owners and merchants of Boston, praying. that 
the duties on all raw materials imported from 
foreign countries into the United States may be 
abolished; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. BROWN presented two petitions of citi- 
zens of the District of Columbia, praying for the 


|| establishment of primary schools for the instruc- 


tion of youth in that portion of the county of 
Washington not included within the corporate 


| limits of Washington and Georgetown; which 


were referred to the Committce on the District of 


|| Columbia. 


| He also presented a memorial of the black- 
smiths and armorers of the marine barracks at 
| Washington, praying for an increase of compen- 


|| sation; which was referred to the Committee on 


| Retrenchment. 
He also presented the memorial of Edward 


|| Patton, praying for indemnification for property 


|| destroyed and damages sustained by the bom- 
|| bardment of Greytown; which was referred to 


the Committee on Claims. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
| On motion of Mr. FOSTER, it was 


|| Ordered, That the heirs of Isaac White have leave to 
| withdraw their petition and papers. 





On motion of Mr. BENJAMIN, it was 


\ Ordered, That Francis Gardere have leave to withdraw 
|| his petition and papers. 
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Senate a letter from the Court of Claims, com- 
municating, in compliance with aresolution of the 
Senate, the memorialand papers of William Carey | 
Jones; which, on motion of Mr. We ier, were | 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the | 


Mr. ADAMS submitted the following resolu- | 


tion for consideration: 


Resolved, That the President of the Senate and Speaker || 


of the House of Representatives do adjourn their respective 


Houses on Monday, the 2ist day of July next, at twelve || 


o'clock, neridian. 


BARNSTABLE CUSTOM-HOUSE,. 


Mr. WILSON submitted the following reso- | 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire what appropriations, if any, shall be necessary 
for grading and fencing the grounds and furnishing the cus- 
tom-house at Barnstable, in the State of Massachusetts. 


CALIFORNIA TRADE. 
Mr. WELLER submitted the following reso- 


lution; which was considered by-unanimous con- | 


sent, and agreed tos 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be reqnested 
to inform the Senate— 


ist. The amount of revenue collected from customs tn | 


California, for each fiscal year since 30th June, 1848. 

2d. The value of foreign products imported into the re- 
gpective ports of California, and the duties paid on them in 
the ports where they were cleared. 


3d. The value of domestic products imported into San 


Francisco and the other ports of California. 


4th. The amount of gold dust, bullion, and quicksilver, || 


exported in each year from California. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on For- || 


eign Relations, to whom was referred the peti- | 


tion of Donn Piatt, reported a bill (S. No. 340) 


for his relief; which was read, and passed to a | 


second reading. | 
Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (8S. 
No. 336) for constructing a military road from 
El Paso, on the Rio Grande, to Fort Yuma, at 
the mouth of the Gila river, and for establishing 
military posts thereupon, reported it without 
amendment. | 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. TRUMBULL gave notice of his intetition | 


to ask leave to introduce a bill to prevent civil || 


war, and restore peace in Kansas. 
NICARAGUAN AFFAIRS. 


The PRESIDENT. If there be no further 
morning business, the unfinished business of the | 
morning hour will be taken up. The unfinished | 
business is the motion of the Senator from Vir- | 
ginia [Mr. Mason] that the President’s message | 
in relation to affairs in Nicaragua be referred to | 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. ADAMS. I understand that the Senator | 
from Kentucky (Mr. Crrrrenpen} desires to say | 
something further on that subject. He is in at- | 
iendance now, I believe, before a committee of | 
the Senate; I therefore move that the further con- | 
sideration of this subject be postponed until to- | 
morrow morning, 

The motion was agreed to, 


MARINE SIGNALS. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. If there be no pressing 
business before the Senate, I move to take up | 
Senate bill No, 277. 
Committee on Commerce, ‘‘to provide for the 
general introduction of a uniform national code | 
of marine signals.”” i 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was | 
read a second time, and considered as in Com-| 
mittee of the Whole. 

It provides that, within twelve months from 
and after its passage, it shall be the duty of the 
owners of every ship or vessel of the United 
States, of the burden of three hundred and fifty 
tons and upwards, to provide it with a copy of 
the latest edition of Rogers’s Marine Telegraphic | 
List of Merchant Vessels, and rs’s American 
Code of Marine Signals, which is adopted as the 
national code of marine signals of the United 
States; and with a complete set of the flags or 
signals necessary for communicating marine 





| 
| vessel that chooses to apply for them. 


Itis a bill reported from the || 
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phrases and sentences as described in these books; 
and imposes penalties for non-compliance with 
this requirement, and makes many provisions to 
carry out the object. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. A very few words will put 
the Senate in possession of the facts which have 
| given rise to the report of this bill from the com- 
mittee. A setof marine signals has been invented 
| by Mr. Rogers, which has been tested by the 
Navy Departmentand by the Light-House Board; 
which has been examined and approved by the 
chambers of commerce and boards of trade in 
our principal seaports, by the Superintendent 
of the Coast Survey, and has been adopted by 
the Collins line of steamers. By these signals, 


|| whether in storm or in calm, every possible exi- 


| gency that may arise in the course of navigation 
| can be communicated from one vessel to another; 
_ vessels can report each other’s names; in case of 
| distress, the exact nature of the distress can be 
| communicated; in case of want of assistance, the 
| exact nature of the assistance required can be 
/communicated. In fact, it is a complete marine 
|language. The inventor has a patent, and the 

use of his patent requires that the two volumes 
| which he has published—and which, I believe, 

have been laid on the table of nearly every mem- 


|| ber of this body—should be supplied to every 


| ship. These volumes contain instructions for 
| the use of his code of signals, and a telegraphic 
list of vessels in the commercial marine of this 
| country. By means of these signals, communi- 
cations can also be made, in case of distress, with 
| light-house stations ashore and with light-house 
| keepers. 

The recommendations in favor of this code are 
| very warm, both from the Navy Department and 
| from the boards to which I have referred; but it 
| is obvious that no one person will use a system 
of this kind, unless the use becomes universal, 
| because it is utterly idle for one vessel to be fur- 

nished with a code of signals necessary to enable 
it to communicate with another, unless the other 
vessel be able to understand what is communi- 
cated. 


(| The committee considered this as a measure 


of humanity, similar to these contained in acts 

of Congress providing for the safety of the nav- 
| igation of passenger vessels, and providing for 

the safety of the lives of passengers in vessels 
| which are navigated by steam. Thecost to each 
| vessel in the Union is merely nominal. The in- 
ventor is to furnish his two books, which are 
worth something like six or eight dollars—prob- 
ably seven dollars would be the fair value of the 
| books in a bookstore—and the right to make use 
of his patent, for the sum of ten dollars, to any 
Under 
| these circumstances, the Committee on Commerce 
| have deemed it a matter of national importance 
| to report and recommend the passage of the bill 
| which has just been read to the Senate. It ap- 
plies only to vessels which navigate the ocean, 
or which are over three hundred and fifty tons 
burden. 

In the fifth section, which provides for extend- 
| ing aterm of three months’ grace to those who 
| may not be able to find these books at their ports 
within six months, there is an omission of three 
words. [ move an amendment to insert after 
| **months,”’ the words ‘* from the date,’’ so that 
| it will read ‘* until the expiration of three months 
| from the date of the arrival,’’ &c. 

The amendment was agreed to. The bill was 
reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. The bill was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, was read the 
| third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
Mr. Cuttom, their Clerk, announced that the 
ouse had passed the bill of the Senate (S. No. 
104) for the relief of Captain me C. Easton, 
Assistant Quartermaster United States Army. 
Also a bill (H!. R, No. 172) making a grant of 
alternate sections of public land to the State of 
Michigan to aid in the construction of certain 
railroads in said State, and for other purposes. 


ASSAULT ON MR. SUMNER. 


Mr. SLIDELL. If the Senate will indulge 
me for a moment, I wish to make a personal ex- 
planation. I find in the Baltimore Sun of this 


| 





b 











E. 


morning, a statement which purports 
been the testimony given by Mr. Seuted war’ 
acommittee of investigation of the House of Soon 
resentatives, and which contains some matter, 
that concern me. I am not disposed to attriby,, 
what Mr. Sumner has said to any deliberate jn, 
tention to create a false impression in the public 
mind, but such naturally must be the inferen, 

from the passage in the testimony of Mr. Sowa 
to which I now beg leave to call the attention of 
the Senate; and I will simply explain my ow, 
position in this matter, without making any com. 
ment on Mr. Sumner’s course. 

It is unnecessary for me to read the introdyo. 
tory part of this testimony. Mr. Sumner says 
speaking of having received blows from Mr 
Brooks: . 

‘‘ Other persons there were about me, offering friendly 
| assistance ; but I did not recognize any of them. Others 

there were at a distance, looking on and offering no assis. 
ance, of whom I recognized only Mr. Doua.as, of Iilinojs 
| Mr. Toomss, of Georgia, and I thought, also, my assailay:’ 
| standing between them. I was helped from the floor, ay4 

conducted into the lobby of the Senate, where I was piaceq 
upon a sofa. Of those who helped me there I have no ree. 
ollection. 

‘As I entered the lobby I recognized Mr. Stipetz, of 
Louisiana, who retreated ; but I recognized no one else 
until I felt a friendly grasp of the hand, which seemed tg 
come from Mr. CaMPBELL, of Ohio.” 

The two other Senators who are mentioned in 
the same connection can explain their own posi- 
tion. As regards, however, my friend from lili. 
nois, Iam enabled to speak. While defending 
myself from the imputation conveyed by this 
statement, I am enabled to speak with great cer. 
tainty of his position in the matter. 

The Senate will recollect that we adjourned at 
an early hour on that day. I went into the ante. 
room, where I found my friend from Illinois, { Mr, 
Dovetas,] Governor Fitzpatrick, of Alabama, 
and Mr. J. Guancy Jones, of Pennsylvania, in 
conversation. They were seated. I approached 
them and asked them if they were engaged in 
any particular or private conversation. On re- 
ceiving a negative response, I sat down and 
joined them in conversation. We had been there 
some minutes—I think we were alone in the ante- 
| chamber—when a person (if I recollect aright, it 
was Mr. Jones,a messenger of the Senate) rushed 
in, apparently in great trepidation, and said that 
somebody was beating Mr. Sumner. We heard 
this remark without any particular emotion; for 
my own part, I confess | felt none. I am not 
disposed to participate in broils of any kind. | 
remained very quietly in my seat; the other gen- 
tlemen did the same; we did not move. A minute 
or two afterward, another person passed through 
the Chamber and said that Mr. Sumner had been 
very badly beaten, and that the affray was over, 
Mr. Brooxs’s name was then mentioned for the 
first time. Hearing that the affray was over, and 
hearing that Mr. uaete was concerned in the 
matter, I felt a little more interest, for I had really 
supposed that it was some ordinary scuffle. [ did 
not know from what cause it originated, and was 
not disposed to meddle in it. I then came into 
the Senate Chamber, passing through the side 
door at the back of my seat. I found, | think, 
at least sixty or seventy persons on the floor of 
the Senate Chamber—perhaps more. A crowd 
surrounded the second chair on the other side of 
the lobby, and I was told that Mr. Sumner was 
there extended in a state of insensibility, pros- 
trate on the floor. I did notendeavor to approach 
him; I did net see him; I suppose there were 
twenty or thirty persons around him. 

After inquiring into the cause of the difficulty, 
ascertaining that Mr. Brooks, the Representa- 
tive, was concerned in it, and that it was in con- 
sequence of something which Mr. Sumner had 
said in the Senate, and his relationship with 4 
member of the Senate, who had been personally 
attacked by Mr. Sumner, I returned to the ante- 
room, I think, with Mr. Jones—of that, how- 
ever, I am not certain—with the intention of 
resuming the conversation with the gentlemen 
(somewhat of an interesting character) which 
had been interrupted by this affray. I did return, 
and remained there for some time. Mr. Sumner 
was about being brought into the reception-room 
of the Senate—not into the lobby; for, as I un- 
derstand, the lobby is in the interior of the Sen- 
ate Chamber. { was approaching the door of 
the reception-room with a view of passing out 
and going home, having no longer any induce- 
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o remain in the Senate, when I met Mr. 

Seuver in the door-way of the reception-room, 

jeaning on two persons whom I did not recog- 
ize. His face was covered with blood. 

. [ am not particularly fond of scenes of any 

[| have no associations or relations of any 


ment t 


sad with Mr. Sumner; I have not spoken to him 


for two years. I did not think it necessary | 
express my sym athy, or make any advances 
towards him. if 1 had continued, I should have 
crossed his path, and interrupted his progress to 
a sofa; he was evidently faint and weak. I very 
paturally turned in another direction; and instead 
of passing through the ante-room, entered the 
Senate Chamber in this direction, (through the 

ide door. 
on Dated very briefly my connection with 
this matter. Mr. Sumner is not here to speak 
for himself; I will therefore abstain from any 
comment as to what may have been his inten- 
tions in this matter; but I repeat, that whatever 
may have been his intentions, or the intentions 
of those who have prompted this course of exam- 
ination, it is calculated to deceive the public and 
make a false impression on popular opinion. I | 
believe that to be the object. } 

| will state further, in order to anticipate any |) 
inquiry on the subject, that I had not the slightest 
idea that Mr. Brooks, or anybody else, had any | 
intention of attacking Mr. Sumner. I have never | 
had any conversation—I had none before and I | 
think I have had none since—either with Mr. | 
Brooks or anybody intimate with him, on this | 
subject. I amas free from any connection, par- | 
ticipation, or counsel of any kind in this matter, 
as any gentleman on the floor of the Senate. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I deem it ! 
my duty to submit a statement. A moment or | 
two before the Senate adjourned on that day, my | 
colleague in the other House, Colonel Ricnarp- | 
son, sent for me to hold a conversation in the 








reception room. He came to the door of the 
Senate Chamber, and I went to the reception 


| 


-room, and sat a considerable time with him, until 


the Senate adjourned, engaged in private con- 
versation in relation to Illinois affairs. As Col- | 
onel RicHARDSON rose to leave, I started to go | 
with him, when Governor Firzpatrick, of Ala- 
bama, and Mr. J. Guancy Jones, of Pennsyl- | 
vania, Who were sitting on a settee at the other | 
end of the reception room, called me to them. 
Colonel Ricuarpson went out, and I sat down, 
and entered into conversation with them. Mr. 
SLIDELL came in as he states; and while we were 
talking there, one of the messengers rushed | 
through, and remarked, as he passed, that some- 
body was beating Mr. Sumner, I rose involun- 
tarily to my feet. My first impression was to | 
come into the Senate Chamber and help to put | 
an end to the affray, if I could; but it occurred to 
my mind, in an instant, that my relations to Mr. 
Sumner were such that if I came into the Hall, | 
my motives would be misconstrued, perhaps, | 
and I sat down again. A moment afterwards | 
another messenger went through, and said that | 
the affair was over, and that Mr. Brooks had 
hurt Mr. Sumner badly. The other gentlemen 
left their seats; I think two of them came in at 
the side door; I started and came in by the front 
door, and as I saw a large crowd near the door, | 
capes aside. The crowd was so large that I 
could not see what happened. I stepped on to 
the highest part of the floor in the lobby , at the 
back of the seat which I formerly occupied, and 
looked over, but yet did not see Mr. Sumner. 
I remember seeing Mr. Toomss, of Georgia, 
siting about where he now sits; Mr. Pearce, 
of Maryland, about where he sits now; Mr. 
Crrrrenpen, of Kentucky, near the same place; 
and Judge Evans, of South Carolina, very near 
where he is now sitting. They were all seated, 
all quiet, and I looked to see where the parties 
were who had been engaged in this affray. At 
last I observed Mr. Sumner at the side of the 
center aisle, his feet in the aisle, and he leaning 
peseee gainst a chair. I had only a glance. 

stayed there but a moment, and then passed 
around and entered into conversation with the 
Assistant Secretary, Mr. Nicholson, which he 
will recollect. I was not near Mr. Brooks; I 
did not enter the room till some minutes after the 
affray was over. The Senate Chamber was per- 
fectly quiet at the time. Perhaps the Senator 
from Georgia can tell, from the incident which I 
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have stated—he having resumed his seat—how 


long a time had elapsed after the affray was over 
before I came in. 


As to my having been on the one side of Mr. 


Brooxs, and the Senator from Georgia on the 


other, it is, to use the mildest term, a total mis- 
apprehension of the fact. I was not here at the 
time. I had no knowledge or suspicion that any 
assault was to be made here or elsewhere, or at 


any time. I did not approach Mr. Brooks; I did | 


not speak to him, and was not, at the time when 
Icame in, within fifty feet of the Senator from 
Georgia, until I passed around and, perhaps, spoke 


to him as I left the Senate at the other end of the | 


Chamber. 


How the idea got into Mr. Sumner’s brain | 
that I was on one side, and the Senator from | 


Georgia on the other, with the assailant between 
us, it is of course impossible for me to conceive. 
Itis evident from that language that the purpose— 
or at least certainly the effect—is, to carry the 


impression to the country that I was privy to this | 
aiding and | 


transaction; that I was standing, 
abetting thé assailant in it; that [was in fact a 
participant. 
sion comes, I know not; but so far from 


did not know that Mr, Sumner was in the Cap- 
itol until it was announced in the manner in which 
I have stated. 

I have deemed this statement due to myself in 
order to prevent a misapprehension arising from 
that testimony, which 1s calculated certainly to 
connect myself with the transaction. I will not 
characterize it; 1 simply state the fact. 1 never 
heard that any wight man thought of attacking | 
Mr. Sumner then or at any other time, here or | 
at any other place. I had not the slightest sus- | 
picion that anything was to happen. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. President, I should not | 
deem it at all necessary to make any statement 
about this affair, so far as I am concerned; but 
the position of the other gentlemen who are al- 
luded to in this connection, may make it neces- 
sary for them. I was present, and have given a 
statement in another place as a witness. 

The statement made by the Senator from IIli- 
nois is, as far as I know, altogether correct. I 
did not see him at all until the occurrence was 
over, and probably he came to my seat. He may | 
have been in the room, as there was quite acrowd 
in the place. As to what Mr. Sumner saysabout 
Mr. Brooks standing between myself and the 
Senator from Illinois, there is not a word of fact 
init. I presume he was mistaken. Under the 
circumstances it may have arisen from one fact: 
Major Gorman, Governor of Minnesota Terri- 
tory, was present. 

s for rendering Mr. Sumner any assistance, 
I did not do it. As to what was said, some gen- | 
tleman present condemned it in Mr. Brooks; I 


I say again, how the ee 

nowing | 
anything about the affray, it had been over some | 
time before I entered the Senate Chamber; and I | 











unable to sit up, may be sustained by other cir- 
cumstances hereafter, it is not for me to say; but 
he states in that affidavit that what he said upon 
the occasion alluded to, in my absence, was 
‘strictly in response to what Mr. Butter had 
said upon former occasions.”’ I will verify every 
proposition which I now make when the resolu- 
tions from Massachusetts come here; and what- 
ever claims he may have forfeited or acquired in 
relation to my notice of him, when the resolutions 
come from that historical Commonwealth, I will 
speak to them. I have not read his entire speech’; 
I have read only parts of it, but nota single one of 
the statements which have been quoted as appli- 
cable to myself, was a response to a single remark 
which I had made in the debate on the Kansas 
question. In fact, my friends, particularly in 
South Carolina, and some of my friends here, 
thought I was remarkable for the moderation of 
~ tone in the remarks which { made upon that 
subject. You may take my speech from begin- 
ning to end,and you will find that when I replied 
to the honorable Senator from New Fanipehire, 
(Mr. Hace,] it was in allusion to his assault on 
the Supreme Court; and if any one on this floor 
was bound from his position to defend that court, 
it was myself. I replied to him. When the 
name of my friend, General Atchison, was intro- 
duced, I did not hesitate to assume the responsi- 
bility of defending him; and so far as regards 
every other = of that speech, it was strictly in 
reply to the honorable Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, asking him whether this or that amounted 
to a southern aggression? Let him examine it. 












































stated to him, or to some of my own friends, 
probably, that approved it. Thatis mfopinion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will ask the Senator from 
Georgia to state how long it was after the affair 
was over, before he took his seat; for that would 
fix the time at which I came in. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I was not taking any note of 
the time; it must have been some five minutes, I 
suppose. I cannot be accurate, for I paid but 
little attention to the time. I do not recollect 
who were in the room; all the persons I did not 
know. I donotsay the gentleman was not there, 
but I did not see him. As for Mr. Brooxs being 
between us, that is all ideal; it is imaginary. So 
far as relates to interfering, or giving assistance, 
he is right. Igavenone. I did not putinat all, 
and should not on that side. 

Mr. BUTLER. It was my purpose, on coming 
into the Senate this morning, (although I have 
just arrived, much fatigued after traveling four 
days,) to assume my true positionin regard to this 
whole affair. I should have done it in no very 
measured terms. I should have assumed all the 
responsibility which hasbeen taken by my gallant 
relative; but, by the unanimous opinion—I may 
say the pressing opinion—of my friends, it is not 
thought advisable that I should say anything 
now. I must, however, in connection with this 
subject, make one remark. Sir, whenever occa- 
sions arise in excitement, | generally collect my- 
self. How far’ the affidavit of the gentleman, 
which, it is stated, he made upon his bed, being 





I made nothing in the way of statement, for 
the documents were before the Senate. I made 
nothing oe in the way of law, for there was 
nothing of public law concerned, unless it be that 
those who usurp a jurisdiction within a Territory 
are to be seanlee as having a paramount author- 
ity over those upon whom it was conferred by 
Congress. In regard to his statement—and in 
this affidavit he swears to it—that what he said 
was strictly in response to me, when the debate 
arises upon the subject of those resolutions to 
which I have alluded, the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts shall hear from me. I will speak to 
Massachusetts because I respect her history. I 
gave notice to that Senator long ago that I did not 
intend to recognize him in debate, and he under- 
took to recognize me when I was not here. To 
put myself right, I will say that I have been 
remarkably scrupulous about uttering anything 
violative of the courtesies which were due to a 
relation of that kind. I spoke neither of him, to 
him, nor about him. 

But, sir, this is not the occasion—my friends 
say not—for making the remarks which I in- 
tended. I suppose those resolutions will come 
up; and I give you notice that, when they do come 
up, I will speak to them in the language of one 
who hasa right to speak, and to assume a respons- 
ibility, whatever may be the consequences to 
any one. 

fr. WADE. Mr. President, it is impossible 
for me to sit still and hear the principle announced 
which I have heard on this occasion. As to the 
facts connected with this matter, I know nothing 
about them, and of them I have nothing to say. 
I am here in a pretty lean minority; there is not, 
perhaps, more than one fifth part of the Senate 
who have similar opinions with my own, and 
those are very unpopular ones here; but when 1 
hear it stated on the floor of the Senate that an 
assassin-like, cowardly attack has been made 
upon a man unarmed, Racing no power to defend 
himself, who was stricken down with the strong 
hand and almost murdered, and that such attacks 
are approved of by Senators, it becomes a ques- 
tion of some interest to us all, and especially to 
those who are in the minority. It is very true 
that a brave man may not be able to defend him- 
self against such an attack. A brave man may 
be overpowered by numbers on this floor; but, 
sir, overpowered or not, live or die, I will vindi- 
cate the right and liberty of debate and freedom 
of discussion upon this floor, so long as I live. 
If the principle now announced here is to pre- 
vail, let us come armed for the combat; and al- 
though you are four to one, I am here to meet 
you. God knows a man can die in no better 
cause than in vindicating the rights of debate on 
this floor; and I have only to ask thatif the prin- 
ciple is to be approved by the majority, and to 
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become part and parcel of the law of Congréss, 
it may be distinctly understood. 


Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, the gentleman | 


from Louisiana has made an explanation. That 


explanation is not inconsistent with anything 


stated by my colleague. It explains the position 
of the Senator, and we shall all acceptit. Ido 
not believe Mr. Sumner intended to put him ina 
false position. The Senator from Illinois has 
made his explanation. 
consistent with my colleague’s statement. 





tal, murderous, and cowardly assault 


Mr. BUTLER, in his seat, impulsively uttered | 
words which Senators around advised him were | 
not parliamentary, and he subsequently, at the | 


instance of Senators, requested that the words 
might be withdrawn. 


Mr. STUART. I call to order. 


Mr. WILSON. Mr. Sumner is confined to | 


his chamber to-day—— 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts will take his seat. The Senator from 
Michigan will state his point of order. 

Mr. STUART. It may not become me as one 
of the youngest members of this body to inter- 
poss and yet, sir, I regard it as a solemn duty. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 


° * . | 
I see nothing in that in- | 
Mr. 


‘ . i 
Sumyer was striken down on this floor by a bru- 


would gladly hear from older, more experienced, | 


and abler men. 
thing that has been said or done, but simply to 
exercise a duty which devolves upon me. Inas- 


I rise, not to comment on any- | 


much as there is no question before the Senate, I | 
make the point of order that the discussion shall | 


end, 


Mr. BUTLER. My friends have said what 


is entirely right, that I never before used an epi- | 


thet here. ‘The subject is not legitimately up. I 
gave notice that | intended to speak—and when 
Ido speak it shall be in calm language—when 
the resolutions comeup. This mode of attacking 


my relative is very trying. I used a word which || 


I hope will not be put down. I have never used 
an epithet on this floor, and therefore I ask that 
it may be excused. 1 make the request at the 
unanimous instance of my friends. 


Mr. STUART. I hope that will be done, and 


I also hope that my motives may be appreciated. || 


I could not object to gentlemen on the other side 
making their statements on this question; but so 


soon as these statements assume a form which is |! 


likely to involve the Senate, possibly, in a succes- 
sion of the difficulties that have already occurred, 


I trust every Senator will excuse me, although a | 


young, inexperienced member, for interposing 
and insisting on the rules, and asking that we 
may unanimously agree to leave this subject 
where it stands. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President—~— 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will state that 
it has been the uniform practice of the Senate to 
permit Senators feeling aggrieved by publications | 
through the public press, to make such explana- 
tions as they may deem proper, always confining 
themselves, however, to the use of parliamentary 
language. ‘The Senator from Ohio and the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts have both used language 
that might be regarded as unparliamentary. The 
Senator from Michigan having raised the point 
of order, the Chair is under the impression that 
the Senator from Massachusetts was out of order 
in using the term which he uttered. 

Mr. WILSON. I have no desire to transgress 
the rules of order, and I shall thank any Senator, 


or you, sir, to call me to order whenever I do so. || 


The PRESIDENT. The impression prevails || 


that the Chair should interpose when improper | 
language is used on this floor. Such the Chair 
docs not understand to be its duty; such has not 
been the practice, Itis for Senators to decide 
when improper language is used, and to make 
points of order; ahd then the Chair will decide | 
them. Thatis the duty of the Chair; but the 
Chair cannot undertake to measure the language 
that Senators shall employ. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to call the attention of 
the Chair to one fact, if the Chair has forgotten 
it. This question was raised some time ago when 
Mr. Fillmore was the President of this body. 
‘Che practice of the Senate, as 1 understand it, up | 
to that time, had been as the Chair now states. 
Mr. Fillmore, however, read a formal pa 


the Senate on the duty of the Chair, which, 
1 am not mistaken in m 


that it was the duty of 





y rey maintained 
the Chair to correct im- 








r to |) 
if || 


proprieties in debate, and to call to order Senators 
| guilty of disorderly remarks. 
the Senate, upon mouon of the late Vice Presi- 
dent, Mr. King, it'was accepted as the opinion 
of the Senate, and ordered to be placed on their 
files and proceedings. I believe it will be found 
there. I think lam not mistaken in my recol- 
lection of it. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, my colleague 
is absent; I have stated the reason why he is 
absent. He has stated his recollections of that 
|| transaction. He was just recovering from the 
effects of blows; he had been rendered uncon- 
scious. He may have made mistakes; I think it 
possible that he aa He has stated his recollec- 





that he intended injustice towards any of the 
persons mentioned in that statement. If I thought 
so, | would condemn itas soonas any othermem- 
ber here. 

The Senator from South Carolina has made a 
statement this morning of what he intends to do 
in regard to the matter. When my colleague 
shall have recovered, and shall be able to take his 
place in the Senate, he will be ready to meet the 
Senator from South Carolina, or any other Sen- 
ator on this floor, in debate on this matter. Any 
assumption of superiority by the Senator from 
South Carolina, or any other Senator, as to recog- 
nition, will pass for what it is worth in the Senate 
and the country. 


Mr. BUTLER. 


as coming from a Commonwealth fairly entitled 
to my attention. What I may say of that Sen- 
ator, | do not now undertake to advertise the 
Senate or himself, for I do not know. I shall 


gress them, it will be because I am provoked to 
do so. I never have been the aggressor upon this 
floor,and I call upon the Senate to bear me testi- 
mony to that fact. 


Mr. FOSTER. I wish to say one word, and 


I desire that that word may not tend to increase | 


any excitement or provoke any evil passion; but 


of striking forcibly down in this Chamber a mem- 
ber of the Senate, I think it incumbent on me, 
recently a member of this body, and not having 
participated in its debates; to saya word. Ifl 
remained silent under such circumstances, my si- 
lence might be misinterpreted ;it might be thought 
to result from fear of like consequences to myself. 
I wish certainly to disabuse the minds of any 
persons on that subject if any such impression 
exist. 

I have thgs far participated but very slightly in 
the debates of this body. It was more wise, in 
my judgment, as a recent member of the Senate, 
that I should listen rather than speak; but if 


| Senators do not speak when an intimation of this | 
kind is made—I presume it was not intended, but | 


others may get a wropg impression in regard to 
it— it may seem that silence is produced by a 
passion so base and unworthy as fear. 
say now is only to vindicate the principle, and to 


What 1 | 


Une. 


When that paper || than five minutes. 
was read by Mr. Fillmore, the then President of || 


tions under those circumstances. I do not believe | 


I do not wish anything to go | 
out on this occasion, but what I said and intended. | 
I intended to say what I now repeat, that when || 
those resolutions come up, I shall speak to them | 


endeavor, however, to confine myself to the terms | 
prescribed by official propriety; and if I trans- 


after it has been remarked by an honorable mem- || 
ber of this body, as I understood the honorable | 
Senator from Georgia to remark, that he approved 


assert my most entire and perfect belief in the | 


freedom of speech here and elsewhere, to be main- 
tained at whatever price, at whatever cost, and 
let whatever may be the consequences. When 
anything unlike that shall obtain in this country, 
there is an end to liberty; for, sir, I believe, as 


religiously as I believe anything, that the liberty || 
of the press, the liberty of speech, and the liberty \ 


of the people, will live and will die together. 
The PRESIDENT. The hour has arrived for 
the consideration of the special order; and unless 
the Senate direct otherwise it must be taken up. 
Mr. STUART. I hope the Senate will pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the special order. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I would like to say a 
word in reference to the question which has been 
under consideration-—— 
| Mr. MASON. Unless there is to be a general 


strongly disposed to participatewI hope the 
| Senate will proceed to the consideration of the 


| special order 


of the ratifications of that treaty. 
{ 
1 


debate on this subject, in which I should be very || 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. 





me, 


I will not Occupy more 


Mr. 
| order. 
Mr. ADAMS. When the committee make 
|| their report, we can hear all that gentlemen de. 
| Sire to Say. 
Mr. HALE. 
now. 
The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
motion of the Senator from New Hampshire to 
postpone the special order. 

Mr. WADE. [ask for the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS. I have no disposition to sup. 
press the expression of the sentiment of Senators 
/on this subject, when the proper time shall ar. 
| rive; but I think it is premature now. When the 

committee shall have made their report, the sub. 
| ject will be fairly before the Senate, and Senators 
can then express their views. 

The yeas and nays being taken, resulted—yeas 
11, nays 29; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Collamer, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, 


Harlan, Seward, Toombs, Trumbull, Wade, and Wijson— 
ll. 


| |. NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bell of Tennessee, Ben- 
| jamin, Biggs, Bright, Brown, Butler, Cass, Crittenden, 
Dodge, Douglas, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Hunter, Iver- 
|| son, Johnson, Mason, Pearce, Pratt, Reid, Slidel!, Stuart, 
Thomson of New Jersey, Toucey, Weller, Wright, ang 
|| Yulee—29. 
So the motion to postpone the special order 
| was not agreed to. 


The PRESIDENT. The special order is the 
bill for the improvement of the mouth of the 
Mississippi river, on which the Senator from 
Georgia has the floor. 


|| PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. CASS. The Senator from Georgia [Mr. 


Toomss] has been good enough to permit me to 
| ask leave of the Senate to make an explanation 
| somewhat personal to myself. Jt will be recol- 
lected that about two weeks since extracts of a 
letter from Mr. Crampton, the British Minister 
| to this Government, were published in the Union. 
I alluded to them then, and intended to have done 
so more distinctly at the time, but the Senate was 
] particularly occupied, and I did not wish to tres- 
| pass on its time. The whole letter has now been 
published; and I will ask the permission of the 
| Senate to have it read from the British Blue Book, 
'| containing the papers in relation to the Central 
|| American treaty. 

| The PRESIDENT. Thereisa question before 
|| the Senate, and it will require unanimous consent 
|| for the Senator from Michigan to proceed. 

| Mr. TOOMBS. The Senator hota Michigan 
| asked my permission to occupy the time of the 

Senate, which [am perfectly willing to grant if 
|| it be the pleasure of the Senate. 

} _ The PRESIDENT. The Chair hears no ob- 
|| jection. 

| Mr. CASS. I had, before I addressed the 
| Senate, the permission of the Senator from Geor- 
'| gia, who was good enough to say that I might 
|| occupy the at! ation of the Senate for a few mo- 
ments. I ask that this letter of the British Min- 
ister may be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

(No. 143.] Mr. Cramptonto the Earl of Malmesbury. Re- 
ceived January 27. Extract. 
WasuineTon, January 10, 1853. 

[ had the honor to inclose to your lordship, in my dis- 
patch of the 2d. instant, the copy of a resolution offered in 
the Senate of the United States by General Cass, respect- 
ing the establishment of a new British colony at Roatan 
Island, and the supposed violation of the treaty signed at 
Washington on the 19th of April, 1850, which such an es- 
tablishment, in his opinion, would involve. In pursuance 
of this resolution, the President has communicated to Con- 
gress, in a message, a copy of which I have the honor to 
inclose, the correspondence which took place between Sir 


| Henry Bulwer and Mr. Clayton upon the subject of British 
Honduras and its dependencies, previous to the exchange 


HALE, I move to postpone the special 


I think we ought to hear jt 





This communication has iver zisc to a debate in the 
Senate on the subject of the treaty in question, and in 
, which General Cass, aswell as other Senators, expressed 
their surprise at the nature of the information conveyed by 
the President’s message, and averring their entire ignorance 
of the existence of any correspondence between Sir Henry 
Bulwer and Mr. Clayton on the subject of Honduras, de- 


\ clared that had they been aware the provisions of the treaty 


were to be interpreted as not applying to that colony, they 
never would have acquiesced in its ratification by the Sen- 
ate. General Cass concludes by animadverting upon Mr. 
Clayton’s conduct, and chafging with having willfully con- 
cealed from the Senate the correspondence in question, 
and with having consequcatly made to Sir Henry Bulwera 
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pment, in regard to the manner in which the treaty was || 
_ -tood by that body, not founded in fact. 
This attack upon Mr. Clayton, who is not now a mem- 

r of the Senate, and who is absent from Washington, has 
> wn from him a reply, a copy of which T have the honor 
ty close, as published in the “ National Intelligencer’? 
pe yaper, accompanied by copies of a correspondence 
" ue took place between himself and Mr. King, then chair- 
Woe yr the Senate Committee of Foreign Relations. It 
~ he seen that Mr. King’s letter of the 4th July, 1850, 
wntirel exculpates Mr, Clayton from the charge brought 
= nst him; the chairman of the Committee of Foreign 
Kelations heing, by the practice of the United States Gov- 
a met, the appropriate channel through which comimnu- 
; ati yys of an explanatory nature take place between the 
Legisiature and the Administration, none of the members 
of which, as your lordship is aware, have seats in either 
House of Congress. {t remains, however, to be seen how 
Mr. King will reconcile his statement to Mr. Clayton with 
the assertion of General Cass and other Senators on this 
= a casual conversation which I had with General Cass, 
he expressed himself entirely satisfied with the course her 
Majesty's Government had pursued in regard to this matter, 
amd remarked that, had he been aware of the real state of 
the case, he should not have called the attention of the 
Senate to the occupation of Roatan Island by her Majesty’s 
Government as being an infraction of the treaty of 1350. 


Mr. CASS. I shall not detain the Senate but 
a few moments; more indeed cannot be necessary. 
There are two grave errors in the statement of 
the British Minister to his Government. The 
first is, that I should not have called for any 
information from this Government had I been 
aware of the existence of what is called the || 
«‘ yider’’—that is the supplementary arrangement || 
made by the Secretary of State and the British || 
Minister, by which the operation of that treaty || 
excluded all the Belize and its dependencies. [I || 
suppose there was hardly a Senator—I do not 
know that there was one—who was aware, until 
that paper was called out from the proper depart- 
inent, of its existence. Mr. Crampton says that 
I told him I should not have called for the 
paper had I been aware of the existence of that 
rider. Mr. Crampton is in a very grave error in | 
this statement. P should have called for it the | 
more readily on that account. I should “| 





‘called for it in the first instance to denounce its 
uuconstitutionality, az I did as soon as it got 
here. The treaty is made. The question with | 
relation to the mode of its ratification is an in- 
ternal question affecting our own Government; 
the stipulations of the treaty are external ones, || 
affecting a foreign Government. I have no de- 
sign to go over that matter again. The Senate 
know the ground I took; and most of its members, 
I believe, took the same, to wit: that the Secre- 
tary of State had no right to annex a rider to that 
treaty circumscribing its operation, and asserting 
that such was the view of the Senate. He had 
no constitutional right to do it, and it was an act || 
which deserved censure. I do not speak of the || 
individual, but I spoke of the great principle in- 
volved. We ratified the treaty on its face, and || 
we were finally made to ratify it so far as respects | 
Great Britain, on the statement of the Secretary |! 
of State that we understood it, as he stated, and 
not as its words plainly import. That is one 
reason why I should have called for the rider, |! 
had I known of itsexistence. I should have done | 





so for another reason personal to myself, which 
was to avow that I had no participation in such 
an action, and to redeem myself from the false 
position in which I stood before the country. 
Mr. President, I should not have voted for that 
treaty if I had been aware of the existence of 
that rider. I voted for it because 1 considered it | 
would carry into effect the Monroe doctrine. I 
understood, at the time, that it would relieve the 
whole of Central America from the possession 
and claim of the British Government. That I 
did so is known to the Senate. I hold in my hand 
the declarations of Mr. Walker, of Wisconsin, 
of Major Borland, of Arkansas, and of Mr. 
Downs, of Louisiana, all then in the Senate, on 
that subject; and each of them states distinctly, | 
that at the time when the treaty was under ad- 
visement I congratulated the country uponCentral | 
America being relieved from the possession of | 
the British. I thought it took the whole country 
from them. The treaty, on its face, at 





that it covered all Central America. 

When this disclosure was made, it appeared, 
by the rider accompanying it, which had been ar- 
ranged between the two commissioners, that they | 
put their own construction upon the treaty, and 
declared that a large portion of the country was || 
reserved from its operation. For these two rea- 1 


| other islands in the Bay of Honduras. 


| It could not be otherwise. 


| Clayton, he distinct! 


sons, if I had known of the existence of the rider, 
I should have called for it the sooner, and de- 
nounced it the more readily. |] 
That is the first error of Mr. Crampton, and it 
is a very grave one, for the reasons I state. The |! 
second error is, that Mr. Crampton says I told | 
him the Island of Roatan was a dependency of | 
Belize. Sir, the idea never entered my head. A | 
paper was published purporting to be an act of the | 
superintendent of the Belize settlement, announc- 
ing that the Queen of Great Britain had estab- | 
lished a colonial government at the Roatan and | 
A copy 


was sent to me from Philadelphia, but I could || 


not act uponit. The object of my motion was, 
therefore, to ascertain from the Departaent of 
State if they knew authentically of the existence 
of the proclamation, and the action of the British 
Government? They stated that they did not; but 
the terms of the cail being general, they felt the 
necessity of transmitting this paper, among | 
others, which had remained, within to the 


With respect to Mr. Crampton’s assertion, that | 
I told him the islands in the Bay of Hondaras | 
were the dependencies of the Belize, referred to in 
the rider, I have only to say it is an entire mis- 
take, for which I canfind no explanation. Why, 
sir, what was the arrangement in the rider? It 
applied to ** the Belize and its dependencies;’’the | 
** small islands,’’ says Mr. Clayton in his act of 
recognition, ** known’? as the dependencies of the | 
Belize. They are five small islands lying off the 
mouth of the Sarstoon river, some ten or twelve 
or fourteen miles distant, known, since the treaty | 
of 1786, which [ hold in my hand, as islands 
dependent on the Belize, and those were the 
islands intended to be described by Mr. Clayton. 
When Mr. Clayton 
called them the ‘* small islands,” the dependen- 
cies, he did not allude to the important Island of 
Roatan and the cluster of islands in the Bay of 
Honduras, perhaps two hundred miles from the 


ov 


able possessions in Central America, for they | 
command the communication, and ean strike | 
across all intercourse between the Atlantic and || 
Pacific coasts in peace and war. || 
I must renew the expression of my surprise at | 
this communication of Mr. Crampton; and that | 
surprise is still greater when | reflect that Mr. 
Crampton himself never did believe that Roatan | 
and this cluster of islands were the ‘‘ dependen- || 
cies’’ described in the rider. He expressly says | 
so in his letter to Mr. Clayton. I cannot turn to 
it at this moment, but it has been read here, and 
is published in the Globe. In this letter to Mr. | 
admits that the islands | 
referred to as dependencies of Belize were the 
islands described in the treaty between Great | 
Britain and Spain in 1786. What were those | 


| 

| 

is 3? > thus described: : , 
islands They are h |} regard to the remedy which the Senator from 


“The English nation shall enjoy the liberty gf refitting {| 
their merchant ships in the southern triangle included be- || 
tween the point of Cayo Casina and the cluster of small 
islands which are situated opposite that part of the coast 
occupied by the cutters, at the distance of eight leagues 
from the river Wallis, seven from Cayo Casina, and three 
from the river Siboon ; a place which has always been found 
well adapted to that purpose. For which end the edifices 
and store-houses absolutely necessary for that service shall 
be allowed to be built; butin this concession is also in- 
cluded the express condition of not erecting fortifications 
there at any time, or stationing troops, or constructing any 
military works; and in like manner it shall not be permitted 
to station any ships of war there, or to construct an arsenal, 
or other building, the object of which might be the forma- 
tion of a naval establishment.’’ 
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in the Senate, and I say now, that, although the 
proceeding was entirely unconstitutional and 
void by our own law, yet I considered the faith 
of this Government committed by the act, and 
that we could not, therefore, contend that the 
treaty included the Belize and its dependencies 
after they were excluded by the rider. I there- 
fore said that the claim of the British Government 
to possess the Belize for the purpose of cutting 
mahogany was good under that rider, and I may 
have said the same thing to Mr. Crampton. He 
may have mistaken my view, and applied my 
admission concerning the Belize to Roatan. 

I may say here, with every regard to propriety, 
that with Mr. Crampton I ‘have never had an 
intimate relations. He never sought my sail 


| dence, and I have never sought his. There is not 
}a word that ever passed between us which, I 


Government. 


Sarstoon, and which are among the most valu- |! 


presume, either would not be willing the whole 
world should have heard. I may have met Mr. 
Crampton in general society,an? had some con- 


' 

|| versation with himastothistreaty. [have notthe 

public, in the archives of the Department. | 
| 


remotest recollection of such a circumstance, but 
I do not doubt that it was so; forl am sure Mr. 
Crampton would not have stated such an occur- 
rence had it not taken place. The conversation 
he may have misapprehended; the interview he 
could not. It shows the danger of diplomatic 
gentlemen here, and elsewhere, repeating to their 
Government loose conversations in general parties 
as furnishing evidence of the opinions held re- 
specting public questions. It isa practice unjust 
and dangerous. No gentleman should pursue 
such a course. By so doing, he is liable to de- 
ceive himself, and still more to deceive his own 
If that system is pursued we shall 
all of us become cautious when any one ap- 
— whose interest or habit it is to relate to 
1is Government the conversation he ean pick up. 

I have no more to say, Mr. President, except 
to disclaim entirely that I ever intimated to Mr. 
Crampton what he supposes I did, or that I ever 
thought of it; and I trust the whole course I have 
pursued in relation to that treaty indicates, as 
strongly as anything can, what has been my 
opinion in regard to everything connected with it. 


MISSISSIPPI RIVER BILL VETO. 
The Senate resumed the reconsideration of the 


| bill to remove obstructions to navigation in the 


mouth of the Mississippi river at the Southwest 
Pass and Pass a |’Outre; which had been returned 
by the President of the United States with his 
objections. 

Mr. TOOMBS addressed the Senate in support 
| of the positions of the President in his veto mes- 


| sage, and in opposition to the constitutionality 


|} and expediency of works of internal improve- 
ment. His speech will be found in the Appen- 
dix. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Ido notintend to continue 
this debate; but I desire to say a few words in 


| Georgia has suggested, for I expected that to be the 


remedy. The condition of the admission of Lou- 


| isiana into the Union was, that no tonnage tax 


should ever be charged on the Mississippi river. 
Here is the provision: 


‘And provided, That it shall be taken as a condition upon 
which the said State is incorporated into the Unien, that 
the river Mississippi, and the navigable rivers leading into 
the same, and into the Gulf of Mexico, shall be common 
| highways, and forever free, as well to the inhabitants of said 
| State as to the inhabitants of any other State, and the Ter- 

ritories of the United States, without any tax, duty, impost, 

Or toll therefor, imposed by the said State; and that the 

above condition, and also all other the conditions and terms 


This cluster of small islands three leagues from || contained in the third section of the act, the title whereof 


the mouth of the Sibun river are, according to 
Mr. Crampton, the dependencies described in the 
rider annexed to the treaty. I will state what | 





| 


| is hereinbefore recited, shall be considered, deemed, and 
taken, fundamental conditions and terms upon which the 
| said State is incorporated into the Union.” 


believe is well known, that from that time till || Mr. TOOMBS. I ask my friend if any agree- 


now this has been Mr. Crampton’s opinion; and || 


he has made it known to his Government. He | 
has maintained the right of his country to these | 
islands in the Bay of Honduras, but on the | 
ground, not of the rider, but that they had a de | 
facto and de jure title: 

Lord Clarendon asiso claims them on the | 
ground, of spontaneous settlement. What kind 
of squatter sovereignty ‘spontaneous settle- 
ment’? is Ido not know, but that is one of the | 





ment between Louisiana and Congress—admit- 
ting it to be binding—could take away the-power 
conferred by the Constitution of the United 
States? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will come to that in a 
moment. [ have the Constitution before me. 
The constitutional provision on this point is, 
that— 


«No State shall, without the consent of Congress, lay 
any duty of tonnage, keep troops or ships of war in time 
of peace, enter into any agreement or compact with an- 


links in the British title. \ other State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in war 
| 


I do not intimate, sir, for I do not believe, that 
Mr. Crampton has designedly made an errone- 
ous statement. When that rider appeared, I said 


unless actually invaded.’’ 


Now, ask the Senator from Geergia if, under 
the provisions of the Constitution of the United 
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_which are public to the whole United States, shall 
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States, he holds that a vessel proceeding from the || Mississippi and Louisiana could — to move 
State of Georgia to the State of Mississippi, || obstructions to navigation in the Black sea, if 
through the mouth of the Mississippi river, and || the requisite consent were given. 

up the river to the State of Mississippi, could be || Mr. BUTLER. Ido not intend to speak on 
taxed by the State of Louisiana for passing by || this subject, except upon one point. I have 
the mouth of the river? L | given offense even in the city of Charleston, by 

Mr. TOOMBS. I have no doubt of it at all. |; saying that I could not vote for $50,000 for the 
Jt has been done by eight States. | improvement of its harbor. My friend from 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Could it be done when || Georgia is right in his pa pane and I agree with 
the vessels did not touch Louisiana at all, but || him, that every city w _ the 

yassed directly up, on the public waters? | willing to break down sound doctrine in order to 

Mr. TOOMBS. I know the clause to which || do so. 1 made use of an expression on this floor 
the Senator refers; but he gives it a forced ap- || a short time ago, that so far as regarded the Mis- 
plication. It isa question which has been argued || sissippi and its valley, it was a great interest, and 
in Congress twenty times. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I understand the gentle- 
man to say, that the State of Louisiana can levy || 
tonnage duties on commerce between Georgia 
and Mississippi, or Georgia and Tennessee. 

Mr. TOOMBS. For her own purposes of im- 
provement, by the consent of Congress. This | 
1s the very object for which the power of levy- || 
ing tonnage duties was given, as the debates in 
the Federal Convention show. 

Mr.BENJAMIN. The power to levy tonnage 
duties on vessels of any particular State, was, as 
1 have always tema. given for the purpose 
of allowing that State to make local improvements. 
I am now referring to the case where waters, 








been perverted, [said ‘* Ay, they would, like 
Egyptians, make ita god;’’ but it has got into 
| my papers that ‘* 1 would make ita god ’’—rather 
more power than J ever assumed to myself. 

1 think the Senator from Georgia has well 
said, that if there were no constitutional restric- 
tion whatever on this point; if we held the un- 
| disputed power to administer the public funds in 
| this way, 1 would not commit it to Congress, 
| having such varied interests, which may combine 


|| it among others. You might as well say, that, 
| where there is a source of fertility upon three 


posed of to the exclusion of the third. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Willmy friend from South 
Carolina allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. BUTLER. Certainly. 

Mr. BENJAMIN, I desire the opinion of the 
| Senator from South Carolina on the constitutional 
| question which I propounded to the Senator from 
| Georgia, whether Congress can give the State of 
Louisiana power to levy tonnage duties on a ves- 


be passed through by a vessel on its way from | 
one State to another; and I ask whether that ves- 
sel can be taxed by an intervening State which || 
happens to lie on those waters ? 

Mr. TOOMBS. By the consent of Congress, 
certainly. 

Mr. BUTLER. There is one difficulty with 
me on this subject that I have always had, and I | 
amsure that my friend from Louisiana will answer | 
me when I state it to him. What prevents Mis- 
sissippi and Louisiana from entering into a com- 


the mouth of the Mississippi river? 
Mr. BUTLER. I have not studied that 


art 


yact to-morrow to open the mouth of the river, || of the subject, but 1 am inclined to think that, | 
| ou once have ingress and egress, it ought || 


oy the consent of the Congress? when 
“Mr. BENJAMIN. I will tell the Senator. || to be free, and that Indiana or Louisiana ought 
The difficulty about the matter is this: The mouth || not to have the power of imposing taxes. 
of the river Mississippi is common to all the Ter- Mr. BENJAMIN. My friend from Georgia 
ritory of the United States, and the navigation 
of the mouth of the Mississippi cannot be taxed. | 
When the land on the Mississippi river belonged 
to a foreign country, it was held by this Govern- | 
ment as a true principle of international law, that nd 
the people and country lying above on the stream, || to Say in one breath, that it is so common that 
had a right to free passage to the sea; that they || it does not belong to his people exclusively. 
could not be obstructed by those who had pos- |} Mr. BENJAMIN. Undoubtedly. 
session of the mouth of the stream; that they || Mr. BUTLER. Ido not see why it could not 
could not be subjected to impositions, tolls, or |! be done according to the view of the Senator 
imposts of op! kind from Georgia; but I will not give any definite 
| 


pay for it by levying tonnage duties. 1 object 
that Congress cannot give us the power to levy 
such tonnage duties. 











Mr. BUTLER. That is not my question. view on that point. 

Mr. TOOMBS. it is not the rule. Mr. DURKEE. I wish to call the attention 

Mr. BUTLER. I wish to put my question |! of the Senator from Georgia to one point, and 
distinetly, and to have it answered. to ask his opinion as to whether the operation of 

Mr. BENJAMIN. a tonnage-duty system, such as he suggests, 
Senator’s question. would be equal upon the whole United States? 

Mr. BUTLER. An camedailoneas for the city of New York, 
under his system, would be repaid by a tax on 
the commerce centering at that city. A very 
great proportion of the goods imported into the 


1 desire to understand the | 


What is there to prevent 
Missouri and lilinois from entering into a com- 
pact, with the consent of Congress, for keeping 
the Mississippi clear along their borders? What | 
is there to prevent Kentucky and Arkansas from 
entering into a similar compact to ‘keep it clear 
between their boundaries? Is there anything to 
prevent Mississippi, Arkansas, and Louisiana, 
trom entering inte a compact to open it, whether | 
they charge for it or not, if they think it im- 
portant? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I understand perfectly 
well that, by the consent of Congress, two or 
three States could join together and make an 
improvement of any kind; any one State can do || gan, and those in the far-off western States will 
it; but the question is whether a work which is || pay more taxes than others, because they have | 
for the benefit of the entire United States ought || to pay for the ye a of all the interme- | 
to be done by one State, or by one or two States, || diate harbors. T 
alone? ‘That is the point. | believe, in fact, that any system which can be | 

Mr. BUTLER. ‘That does not answer my || introduced for the improvement of harbors will | 
question. It has never been answered. I have | be unequal, and will have its difficulties. The | 
heard others maintain the same proposition. If || great — to determine is, which is attended | 
it is so important—if the Mississipp! is to fertilize || with the least difficulty ? 
the whole land, and the people who live along its Mr. TOOMBS. I will answer the Senator from 
borders are so much interested in sending their || Wisconsin with pleasure. He is entirely mis- 
products through its mouth—what is to prevent || taken in his view, I think. If tonnage duties be 
them from doing itthemselves? Nothing, except || levied at New York by the consent of Congress, 
that it is easier for them to get the work done || they will be for the purpose of improving the nav- | 
out of the Treasury of the United States, which || igation, and they will be paid by the ship owner, 
is & better place for them, perhaps. or by the merchant. Then, as the Senator says, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Undoubtedly the Statesof '' that tax will be distributed all over his constit- | 


western States. All these goods must be taxed | 
to pay for the improvement, and it will therefore 
fall heavily on the consumers throughout the 
| United States. Then what is its operation if 
os go west of New York? You must havea 

iarbor at Buffalo, and at other points, which are | 
| to be paid for in the same manner. 
| 


| York — perhaps all the goods consumed in the 
| 





In this way, | 
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1ich can get the money is | 


| Lused, in this connection, a phrase which has | 


to take from one part its fair share and distribute | 


| farms, by a combination of two it can be dis- | 


sel passing from Georgia to Mississippi, through | 


| proposes that we make this improvement, and | 


Mr. BUTLER. ButI understand the Senator | 


nited States, are brought into the port of New | 


Wisconsin must help to build harbors in Michi- | 


nis, I think, is unequal. I |) 
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uents. There is exactly where it oucht 

be equal. It is distributed on every man acts 
| ing to his consumption. It enters into the price 
|| of goods, as one element. Every man in the 
|| Senator’s State will pay for the improvement pre- 
|| cisely in proportion as he is benefited by it. Ir 
he consumes one pound of tea, he will pay the 
|| proportion for one pound. If he is more extray. 
|| agant, and consumes ten pounds, he will y ten 

times as much. If 1 consume no goods from 
New York, I pay nothing. Thus the system 
| works equally and fairly. 
The same remark is true in regard to Buffalo 
|| to which the Senator hasalluded. If acitizen of 

his State is going to Buffalo, and you cheapen 
the transportation of commodities, the man who 
carries them gets the benefit; and just in propor- 
| tion as he is benefited, he pays. He uses a licht- 
|| a rock is taken out of the wax for his vessel, and 
| he pays for it just the tax which is necessary to 

accomplish the object, and that tax is distributed 
| equally and exactly among all the people who 
| derive the benefit of it. If the Senator derives 
| no benefit, it will never hurt him. If you lay a 

tonnage for the improvement of the Sain 
river, and his constituents use nouve of the goods 
|| which pay that tonnage duty, it will never hurt 
|| them; but if they do consume them the tax wil] 
be distributed as accurately as duties on imports 
can be discriminated. This is the effect of the 
system which I have suggested. 

Mr. DURKEE. But the idea which I meant 
to bring out is this: a gentleman in Georgia ig 
taxed for the improvement of New York harbor; 
the goods imported into New York from abroad 
are subject to duty in New York, and hence the 
gentleman from Georgia is taxed. 
|| Mr. TOOMBS. And ought to be. 

Mr. DURKEE. I think it is unequal. 

'| Mr. TOOMBS. No, sir; it is equal. 

|| Mr. DURKEE. But, as the Senator says, it 
is a benefit to the city of New York to have half 
a million of dollars expended there, and the peo- 
ole of the whole Union are taxed for their benefit, 
This is the inequality to which I have alluded. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The objection which I have to 
the gentleman’s position is, that under the system 
which I oppose, the people of the whole Union 
are taxed, and buta part of the people get the 
benefit. If 1 receive goods from New York, it is 
very proper that I should pay the proportion of 
|| tonnage duty levied on goods in New York. I 
am perfectly willing to do it; itis just. But I say, 
that a person who lives in New Orleans, and gets 
no goods through New York, ought not to pay 
for the improvement at New York. I am willing 
to pay my portion. It is an element which enters 
into the price of everything that comes from New 
York; but I would not lay it on the people of 
Wisconsin, if they did not consume those goods. 
If they were unable, or did not choose, to consume 
foreign goods, they ought not to be taxed for 
them. We ought not to puta tax on the hard 
labor of honest industry, who, perhaps, cannot 
consume the foreign goods. if the tax is ever 
removed from the merchant, it gets exactly on the 
shoulders of the man who is benefited, and will 
never get on anybody else; it will follow him like 
his shirt. This will be the effect of the system 
which I have suggested. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 





| 





If I understand my 


|| friend from Georgia, he admits that improvements 


for the common defense are national objects, and 
that the public money may be expended in con- 
structing such fortifications. Now, I ask him if 
the benefit of that is equally distributed? His 
constitutional idea seems to demand not only that 
the system of taxation shall be equal, but that no 
man shall be required to pay more than his ade- 
ee proportion of the taxes. If that is not suf- 
cient to produce all the equality intended by the 
Constitution, and if we are compelled to make ro 
other improvements than those the benefits of 
which can be distinctly traced equally to every 
tax-paying citizen of the United States, where and 
when is there an improvement that can be made? 
This Government, on such a theory, is a barren, 
lifeless trunk—forbidden to do’ good—forbidden 
to advance the great national necessity which has 
created it, and which pays for it. Congress can 
do nothing on this principle. A 
Let us apply the ——— to the admitted 
constitutional power of improving our sea 
frontier, so as to guard against the incursions or 








r 
d 
u 
f 


ee ee el, s- .  e 





—~- 


i!T-_- 


eS ee a | | See 


1856. 





—————— 


. s of foreign warfare. Are they equall 
int tal to all the people of the United States? 
If, in regard to the expenditure of money for in- 
ternal improvements, we are to individualize our- 
selves, and look exactly to the equal benefit which 
every one is to receive, why not apply the same 
yiew to the admitted constitutional construction 
of fortifications? Why may I not say to the Sen- 
ator, on his own principle, * you ma make for- 
tifications, but they must be national; and I in- 
clude in that term, an e ual benefit, an equal se- 
curity to everybody in the country?” 

Now, | ask, can you say to me that the fortresses 
which you have erected in California are necessary 
for my security in Kentucky—equally so as they 
are to the people of California? Nobody can say 
that. But for your railroads, and telegraphs, and 
steamers, @ War might go on fora yearn Cal- 
ifornia, and I never hear of it in Kentucky. It 
might rage for years without its remotest conse- 

uences, or remotest evils, ever reaching me. If 
you demand, as an essential element in — 
constitutional op ae ome of money for suc 
objects, that the benefits shall go equally to all 
sections, to all localities, and to all the people 
inhabiting the various sections of the country, no 
work can ever be done; your hands are palsied, 
and you have a Government the wonder of the 
world—a Government which can collect money 
unlimitedly, and yet a Government which can 
appropriate none of it to the advantage and im- 

rovement of the country! 

[t seems to me that, on this principle, we are 
reduced to a very low level, and a very poor con- 
dition, in regard to Government. It would render 
us perfectly impotent and incompetent to those 
functions of Government, which are in other 
countries esteemed useful and beneficial. If you 
cannot make an improvement to the country at 
the general expense, which is to advance the 
general and national interests of commerce, unless 
you can show that the benefits of it result equally 
to all portions of the country, and to all its inhab- 
itants, I do not see how you can constitutionally 
construct a fortification, unless you can show that 
it is equally on to the protection of the 
whole country as of the particular spot which it 
is intended to cover. ‘The reasoning in reference 
to the one case, seems to me to be equally appli- 
cable to the other. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. President, I will answer 
the question of the Senator from Kentucky, 
though I hardly know that it is necessary; for if 
I have been so unfortunate as to talk for an hour 
on that point without my friend from Kentucky 
understanding me, it may be very useless to say 
another word; but I must be put right. I cannot 
allow the Senator to misapprehend my positions, 
and I shall restate them and leave them with the 
argument which | have already made. 

Tdid not say that you soald not defend this 
country because the defense could not be equal. | 
The only source of power to which I look is the 
Constitution. When the Constitution authorizes 
a thing to be done, there is an end of the question 
of power. I said (admitting, for the sake of argu- 
ment, that you had power to make these internal 
improvements) the true rule was to distribute the 
benefits and burdens of government equally on 
all those who were to be benefited or injured by 
it. Then I remarked the public defense was in- 
divisible; it was impossible, in expending for that 
purpose, that you could divide the public defense; 
and therefore I said the only correct way of 
equalizing that, which was but an approximation, 
was in levying the taxes. I said that if you levied 
your taxes ad valorem, every man pays taxes in 
proportion to the amount of protection which he 
gets from the Government. The money used in 
the public defense cannot be appropriated to each 
individual, but he pays in proportion to his prop- 
erty as nearly as you can approximate it. The 
Constitution gives express power to use the Army 
and Navy for the defense of the country—none 
for internal improvements. Then I say, if you 
attempt to make internal improvements, you are 
bound to follow the rule of all Governments, and 
—a to distribute the benefits and the burdens 
equally, 

The Senator from Kentucky has alluded to 
the prosperous condition of this country. Sir, | 
has that prosperity arisen from such a system | 








as this? As I have shown you before, only 
$17,000,000 have ever been expended for these 





improvements by the General Government. Have || of view, 


we grown from three millions to twenty-five mil- | 


lions of people by the expenditure of these 
$17,000,000? Is it that which has made us so 
great? Has it been by levying money out of the 

ublic Treasury and squandering it on rivers use- 
ess to the country? No, sir; it was on those 
great principles of liberty, equality, and justice, 
which have been preserved, and to procure which 
Jefferson vetoed your system of internal improve- 
ments, Madison denied the night to exercise the 
power, Monroe placed his veto upon it, Jackson 
vetoed it, Tyler vetoed it, Polk vetoed it, and 
Pierce vetoed it. This sluice has been stopped by 
a vetoes, which have been maintained 

y the people. We have grown great in spite of 
it. Taking from the Treasury $17,000,000 for this 
ar did not make us great. If $170,000,000 

ad been taken, it would have been only an ex- 
tension of the wrong. I was arguing that, in the 
exercise of your power, you ought to distribute 
your benefits in proportion to the burdens which 
you impose. It is a sound principle in society 
everywhere; and you should always do it where- 
ever you can. 

The Senator from Kentucky asks, does a fort 
in California benefit him? You cannot distribute 
the amount of benefit, as I said in my former 
argument, which I presume my friend did not at- 
tend to; but if an enemy takes California, if you 
destroy the nationality, if you pour out the life 
blood of the body-pélitie, the country is dead. 
Every man is interested; every man is bound to 
give his life, liberty, and all his property to the 
maintenance of the national life. Fou cannot dis- 
tribute that, because it is worth everything. The 
public defense demands from him we has much, 
every dime, and from him who has little, every 
dime. It demands every life, and every item of 
material wealth. All must be poured out when 


necessary to maintain national life. The only | 


way to preserve any equality, as I stated in my 
argument, was in the levying, not in the expendi- 


ture of money for this purpose. We have equality | 


in levying, and for an instance of equality in the 


expenditure I referred to the Post Office Depart- | 


ment. There you have apportioned the burden 
according to the benefits, as you could do. I 
alluded to the Louisville and Portland canal, as 
another instance of it. The Kentuckian who car- 
ries produce through it pays for it. The Geor- 
gian who has none to earry there does not pay 
for it, and it is not just that he should pay for it. 
It would be a violation of the principles of eternal 
justice to make him pe for it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, all the 
means of giving prosperity to the country, and 


multiplying its people, are in some sense the || 


means of defending the country. They give you 
that blood of which the gentleman says every 
drop should be poured out, when it is necessary, 
for national purposes. When we consider our- 


selves as one people, we can say as thg gentle- | 


man does, and as [ concur with him in saying, 
that a fortification at San Francisco is a benefit 
and advantage tome. Why? Not aren 
can trace it by any arithmetical calculation o 


me a quantum of benefit exactly in proportion to | 


the amount of taxes which I pay—but because it 
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| 
| 
when he was in the act of vetoing bills of internal 





in- || 
terest—not because you can affix upon me or to || 


contributes to the exaltation, and protection, and | 


wealth of my country. 


an advantage to all, because all constitute, at 
last, one great whole—one great union, and what 


benefits one limb benefits the whole system; what | 


strengthens one arm strengthens the whole body. 

That is the view which I take of this matter; 
and [ do not see the difference between the prin- 
ciple upon which fortifications are to be con- 
structed, as admitted by the honorable Senator, 
and the principle upon which internal improve- 
ments are to be made, so far as relates to the ob- 
jection on account of expense and the unequal 


apportionment of the benefit. You are to consider || 


it on the national principle, that what benefits a 
part benefits all—what strengthens one section 
strengthens the whole country; and that argu- 
ment will apply as well to internal improvements, 


{ am willing to consider | 
that what is done for the benefit of one section | 
(if it can be regarded as national, though it may | 
not be felt in some secure spot of the country) is | 





| 
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is not the Mississippi of importance to 
the national defense? Suppose that Texas in 
time of war is assailed—a weak portion of the 
Union—how are you to get aid to her; how are 
you tocarry your munitions of war and your 
troops there? The most convenient, and, in fact, 
almost the only way of carrying them there, with 
any useful expedition, must be through the mouth 
of the Mississippi river. May you not make 
great military roads? Why, sir, Mr. Monroe, 
one of the authorities cited by the Senator, .even 


improvement, admitted that a military road could 
be made. Here is a great military highway, in 
events which may be easily imagined. It is not 
only your great commerce that is necessary to go 
out to all the world through the mouth of the 
Mississippi, but — great military defenses, 
your means of defense, your men, your armics. 

{ow are the men of the great West to be trans- 
ported everywhere along your coast, where their 
aid and assistance may be necessary in the de- 
| fense of the country? I know of no military 
| road in our country that would be more useful 
| for the purposes of war, or conduce more to the 
national defense, than the means of its navigation, 
and on this principle, it seems to me, it should 
be considaed & national object. 

There is not one of the great men who have 
been alluded to by the Senator from Georgia who 
vetoed internal improvement bills, that has not 
admitted the power of making national improve- 
ments. General Jackson admitted it most dis- 
tinctly. Not one of them buthas signed bills for 
making internal improvements; not one of them 
who has not maintained this principle by his 
action. There is not one of them who has con- 
formed his action as President to the principles 
announced by the Senator from Georgia. I believe 
that during General Jackson’s administration 
there was more money expended for internal im- 
provements than during any other Administration 
which we have ever had. The Congress of the 
United States, the House of Representatives with 
Democratic majorities, have, upon solemn argu- 
ment and deliberation, and by resolution, an- 
nounced the principle, and given their sanction. 
After all this, I think, on the score of authority 
there is nothing to be gained by those who argue 
against the unconstitutionality of such works. 

Mr. WELLER. I do not desire to prolong 
this discussion, but I have a few words to say 
in answer to the Senator from Georgia. Whilst 
I agree with much that has fallen from the Sen- 
ator, it seems to me that if his doctrines were car- 
ried out he would make this Government an im- 
ae machine. I voted originally for this 
vill. I voted for it because I did not suppose that 
it came in conflict with any of the provisions of 
the Constitution; and by looking at the Journal 
I find that there were only three Senators in this 
Chamber who had the sagacity to discover that 
we were violating the Constitution which we 
have all sworn to support by passing this bill. I 
have not supposed any one could claim thata 
work of this character came within any of the 
principles enunciated in the veto message of Gen- 
eral Jackson; and yet it appears that my friend 
from Georgia has discovered that all our Presi- 
dents heretofore have declared that these great 
national improvements, necessary for the protec- 
tion and common defense of the country, were jn 
violation of that instrument! This, | confess, is 
news to me. 

Why, sir, the Senator has told you that this 
Government has undoubtedly the power to carry 
on an extended system of fortifications; that if 
we were now involved in a war with any foreign 
country, we should undoubtedly have the right 
to construct a railroad to the Pacific if it were 
necessary to transport your troops there in the 
| shortest possible time. lL apprehend, if you have 
power to do this in a state of war, you have the 
power to construct that which is equally neces- 
| sary for your fortifications and common defense 
| in time of war; and if you can do it in time of 
war, you have the power in time of peace to take 
| those steps which are necessary to put the coun- 

try ina proper state of defense. If you can do 
| this in time of war, you can prepare for it in 
peace. Upon this point, it seems to me, the ad- 














by roads, or canals, or rivers, as to the erection || mission of the Senator has conceded the whole 
0 t question. 


fortifications. 
But in another point of view, and in every point 


Here is the mouth of the Mississippi river, out 
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of which passed nearly eight tenths of all the sol- 
diers who were engaged in your war with Mex- 
i The gallant roepe of the States of Ohio, 


ico. 
Indiana, Illinois, and Kentucky, passed out of 





the mouth of the Seer. to engage in the | 
then declared against | 


war which your country hac red 
Mexico. f ask you, Mr. President, if itis not 
jmportant, in @ military point of view, that you 


should remove all the obstructions which nature | 


may interpose at the mouth of that river? I said 
a moment ago that nearly eight tenths of all your 


troops who were engaged in the Mexican war | 
to the battle-field through the | 


found their way to the ba 
mouth of the Mississippi river; and yet the Sen- 


ator from Georgia says that in time of peace we | 
can make no provision for the removal of those | 


obstacles which nature has interposed ! 

Mr. TOOMBS. I make no distinction between 
peace and war. 

Mr. WELLER. I understood the Senator 
to say that in time of war, if it were neeaeery 
we had the power to construct a railway to t 
Pacific, to protect and defend our possessions in 
that region. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The gentleman is giving his 
own distinction, not mine. 


, 


1e | 


I said that if England | 
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' 


adjoined California in the same position that Eng- || 


‘land does Ireland, and it were necessary to have 
munitidns there when war arises, if it were ne- 
cessary under the war power, it could be done. 

Mr. WELLER. Suppose Great Britain were 
there in the shape of her fleet, lying on the Pacific 


ocean with an immense number of ships and men, | 


about to make a descent upon California—which 


is a part of the Union—and it were important to | 


transport your troops in the shortest possible 
time, does the Senator admit that, under those 
circumstances, you could construct a railroad to 
carry them there? 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
sity. 
I, as a reason. 

Mr. WELLER. 
Senator on his own ground, 
Pacific be necessar 
event of war, you h 
in time of peace. 


We differ about the neces- 


to protect our people, in the 
lave the power to construct it 


I do not see that there is so wide a difference | 


The Senator wishes to use it as a pretext; | 


No, sir; I am taking the | 
If a railroad to the | 


improvements, against which war was waged by | 
General Jackson; but no large or considerable 
vortion of the Democrauc party of this country 
oe ever put on what [I may properly desig- 
nate as the ** Georgia strait-jacket platform.”’ 
Whilst we repudiate local improvements by the 
General Government, we do not wish to make 
this Government an impracticable machine. 
Where is the evidence that such measures as 
this have neverreceived the sanction of the people 
of the United Stages? Where does he look for 
the evidence of public sentiment? Will he look 
to the other branch of Congress? Will he look 
here? There were but two Senators who stood 
by him, as the record will show, when this bill 
was passed at the present session. Not oniy is 
there a majority now in Congress, but in every 
Congress which has convened since the Senator 
came into existence there has been a majority in 
favor of such bills as this. The Senator cannot 
show me an instance where a majority of any 
Congress which has convened under our Consti- 
tution has given that construction to the Consti- 
tution which the Senator has given to it to-day. 
By what authority, then, does he declare that 
public opinion is against us? Sir, I affirm thata 
majority of the American people have never de- 
cided against works of this character, and I trust | 








| they never will. | 


|| Government, I can never consent to such doctrine. 
| ‘The Senator alluded to the immense appropri | 


between the Senator and myself in principle; but || 


there is this distinction: that, wherever a work | 


is necessary for military or naval purposes, | 
hold that the Government has constitutional 
—< to appropriate the public money for it. 
‘ou have a navy-yard at Memphis. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
up. 


No, sir; it has been broken 


Mr. WELLER. You had a navy-yard there, | 


but because there was some disagreement between 
us at the last Congress, I believe it has been 
abandoned. There was a navy-yard established 
by the Federal Government at Memphis; and the 


doctrine of the Senator from Georgia denies the | 


pone to remove the mud which may accumu- 


ate in the Mississippi river, so as to enable ves- | 


sels constructed at that navy-yard to get out upon 
the ocean. Let me ask the Senator again, what 


would be the condition of things if we were now | 


involved in a war with any maritime Power? | 


Suppose that a conflict had taken place upon the 


Gulf of Mexico, and that, unfortunately, we had | 


come out of the battle second best. Suppose it 
to be exceedingly desirable—as in that event it 
would be—that our vessels should make their 
escape up the mouth of the Mississippi, and take 
protection under the guns of the city of New 
Orleans, I ask the Senator whether he does not 
consider that, in such a contingency, it would be 
indispensably necessary, for naval purposes, that 
these obstructions should be removed ? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I answered that point in my 
speech, and it is not worth while now to repeat 
iat. 1 stated that, when you had a perfectly 


was really necessary for your defense, you could 
go and dig outa place of refuge. The question 
is, | said, as to using it as a reason, and not as a 
pretext, 

Mr. WELLER. Then there isa difference of 
opinion between the Senator and myself as to the 
necessity of this work. I admit that if it were a 
local improvement Congress has not the consti- 
tutional power to appropriate for it. Those with 
whom I am associated here on this question 
are opposed to that “general system”’ of local 


| to commerce on the Atlantic coast by the conve- 
| niences of light-houses and buoys. 


| them held them to be distinguishable from works 


| of revenue vessels on that lake; but when you 


|| have no power to improve a harbor in order to 
| give them protection from the winds and storms, 
| or from the public enemy. 


| follow the example of other countries, and charge 
straight coast, without any indentation, and it | 


Mr. President, I desire to be understood on 
this question. I ama strict constructionist. 1 
do not belong to that latitudinarian party to which 
a majority on the other side of the Senate Cham- 
ber belong. I must be satisfied that an improve- 
ment is necessary for military or naval purposes, 
before it can receive the sanction of my judgment. | 
You have the power to build vessels; but you 
have no power, under the doctrine of the Senator 
from Georgia, to provide any place of refuge from 
the storms of heaven or from a public enemy. 
That would make this Government an imprac- 
ticable machine. No, sir—no; whilst [ am as 
bitterly opposed as the Senator from Georgia toa 
system of internal improvements by the Federal | 





ations which are asked for in Michigan. If they | 
do not come within the rule I have laid down, I 
will oppose them. You have nowa war steamer 
on Lake Michigan, and you have a large number 


have placed them there, the Senator says you | 


This is what I call 
making our Government an impracticable ma- 
chine. 

But, sir, as [ said before, I do not desire to pro- 
long this discussion. I voted for this bill before, 
satisfied of its constitutionality as well as expe- 
diency. Itshall receive the sanction of my judg- 
ment again, Whatever is necessary for military | 
or naval purposes, [ am ready atall times to sanc- 
tion. Although a strict constructionist, | cannot | 
go with the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 1 did not hear dis- 
tinctly the argument of the honorable Senator 
from Georgia in relation to the expenditures 
which have been made from the commencement | 
of this Government, for giving facility and safety | 


Will he do 
me the favor to state his position on that point? 
Mr. TOOMBS. My proposition was this: 1 
admit that some of those appropriations were in 
violation of principle; but those whe approved 


such as are provided for by this bill. They were 
held to be necessary, in order to collect duties. I 
said I did not concur in that view, and that, if | 
such expenditures were to be made, we ought to 


for them as England charges light dues. Our 
Government does not object to paying the Sound 
dues for light purposes. I say such improve- 
ments should be paid for by the ships and mer- 
chants who use them. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. The honorable Sen- | 
ator from Georgia has made a very full and able | 
argument on this subject; but I think he com- | 
menced at the wrong point in attempting to pre- 
vent any prpeopequaene such as those for the 
removal of obstructions in the mouth of the Mis- 
sissippi, which concerns a large valley, and the 
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whole interior of the country between the 
Mountains and the Diktienens to say aa 
the navigation upon the lakes, between the Ort 
of the northeast and the northwest. He has . om 
very eloquently upon the point of equality and 
the great principle of justice, as he calls jt I 
submit whether he ought not to commence hj 
opposition to such improvements at another point, 
I mean to say nothing now about a general sys. 
tem; for lam as much opposed to that as he te 
but I ask, ought he not to commence his opposi. 
tion to appropriations for this class of improve. 
ments by laying the foundations for a great sys. 
tem of justice and equality between the differay 
parts of the Union? 

I stated a few days since that we expended 
about one million five hundred thousand dollars 
annually to keep up the old works for giving fa. 
cility and safety to commerce upon the Atlantic 
coast. These works are not confined to your 
naval depots; they are not confined to the harbors 
of your great commercial metropolis; but extend 
to or inlet, and to every bay on the whole 
coast which has been in the habit of being used 
by your small trading vessels. A million and q 


rent 


| half of dollars are expended annually for keeping 
| up old works, to say nothing of the large amounts 





| commerce, 





which you are continually expending for the con- 
struction of new works. Whence do you derive 
the power for these expenditures ? 

Again: I ask the honorable and distinguished 
Senator from Georgia whence the power to make 
the coast survey, at such an immense cost as js 
now incurred for that purpose? I admit that it 
is a great public work; it is doing benefit to the 
commerce of this country, and of the world. Its 
benefits, in my view, reach even to the far inte- 
rior, and are not confined to the trade upon the 
Atlantic coast, because, in some aspects, we are 
all one people, and we in the far interior, who 
have no direct foreign trade, are concerned in the 
coasting trade. But I ask, where do you derive 
the power to expend money for the coast survey? 
I am ready to increase the expenditure for that 
work, if itbe necessary, which is now in progress 
under the very able and scientific corps whe have 
charge of it. I acknowledge that it is a great 
national work, which is an honor to the country, 
and to the age in which we live. I only inquire 
of the Senator from Georgia whence he derives 
the power to carry iton? I admit that it affords 
facilities to the public defense; but still I do not 
think you can trace it to any distinct grant of 
power in the Constitution. 

The Senator from Georgia, if I remember 
rightly, teld us that he had consulted lexicogra- 
phers as to the meaning of the phrase “ regulate 
> and that it meant ** to establish by 
rules; to direct by method or system;”’’ and he 
says this is the extent of the power conferred by 
the Constitution. [ask him whence the power 
to expend millions annually for the purpose of 
protecting commerce in different parts of the 
world? The Senator may say it is necessary to 
the defense of the country to maintain a navy. 


| I grant it, but it also serves the purpose of main- 


taining and protecting our trade and commerce. 
The power given in the Constitution to provide 
for the common defense, looks to the preservation 
of the integrity of the territory of the Union and 


|| of its people; and it is by an utter inference, not 


allowable according to the doctrine of the strict 
constructionists, that you imply a second or a 
third power from one which is itself an implied 
one. The power to provide armies and navies 
for the common defense, is, as I have stated, for 
preserving the nationality and the integrity of the 
country against foreign foes. Wego to vast ex- 
pense in maintaining a navy at $12,000,000 a 
year, and now we have very little use for it ex- 
cept for the protection of foreign trade and com- 
merce. My State has no foreign commerce. _ 
perceive that the honorable Senator from Georgia 
is smiling. I should like to ask him—— 

Mr. TOOMBS. Does the Senator wish an 
answer now? 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I am merely throw- 
ing out a few suggestions to the honorable Sen- 
ator. I know that there is not much force in the 
argument which I am applying; but I think it 1s 

uite as applicable as many arguments in which 
the Senator himself has indulged. He told us that 
the State of Georgia expended nearly twenty 
millions of dollars in making communications 
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from her interior, to get to markets with the | 


oducts of her rich soil—principally cotton, 
though I believe there may be some wheat. I 
think he also alluded to what Tennessee had to 
expend in order to connect her communications 

th those of Georgia. Sir, we have the Mis- 


wit ‘ ; 
pi washing Tennessee on one extremity; 


sissi] 


we have the Cumberland running through our | 


State to float off our heavy produce, our cotton 
and tobacco. The Senator from Georgia will 
ailow no improvement for the ae river, 
pecause he thinks it unequal, and he alludes to 
the faet of Tennessee having spent $10,000,600, 
iy order to enable the people from the interior 
of that State to send their products to foreign 
markets, by making a connection with the Georgia 
roads. Georgia reaps a great benefit from that 
trade. Charleston shares a ee of it; but the 
ereater benefit of it goes to Augusta and Savan- 
nah. We are forced to take our cotton to Savan- 
nah and Charleston, at an expense of two or 
three dollars a bale; when, if we could take it 
down the Mississippi, the cost would not be 
more than one dollar or one dollar and twenty- 
five cents. 

If the mouth of the Mississippi were kept clear 
of obstructions, if that great channel were kept 
open—in which the Senator from Louisiana 
properly takes a deep interest—we could take 
oureotton from the State of Tennessee at one 
half the cost which it now requires us to get it 
to market. Why should we not have the benefit 
of that improvement, cheapening the freights of 
our internal commerce? Although we have no 
direct port for foreign trade, we are interested in 
the foreign trade; we are interested in the pro- 
tection of commerce abroad; we are interested, 
| admit, in the facilities of navigation on the 
Atlantic coast; we feela concern in the numerous 
light-houses, light-boats, beacons, and buoys that 
are established there. We have an interest in 
all these expenditures, and I contend that we have 
as clear a right, under the Constitution, (though 
by implication,) to appropriations for the im- 
provement of these great internal arteries, which 
nature has provided, and which, notwithstanding 
the multiplication of railroads, will continue to 
be great and important channels of communica- 
tion. The heaviest productions of the rich soil 
of the West will float down the Mississippi; but 
atan immense cost, in consequence of the ob- 
structions, 
me what is the annual loss to the navigation of 
the Mississippi? Does he remember the statis- 
tics? Can he tell at what cost the trade is car- 


ried between St. Louis and New Orleans, for ex- | 


rnla 2 
ampie* 

Mr. GEYER. I do not remember. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I did not intend 
to go even into the argument as far as I have 


done, but to notice the point on which the hon- | 


orable gentleman from Georgia dwelt so elo- 


quently, as to the requirements of equality and | 


the great principle of justice. I consider that 
there is no justice and no equality in the expend- 


itares by this Government under the commercial || 


power, if we reject all improvements of this 
nature. One other point I wish to notice. 


The honorable Senator from Georgia says that | 
you may appropriate $2,000,000 this year for im- || 


provements like this, and that next year you 
cannot find a trace of the money; that you will 
have to do the same work over again; that the 
great Father of Waters multiplies and renews the 


obstructions at the mouth, and at every other | 
art of the river Mississippi, year after year. | 


This is true to a certain extent; but suppose that, 
instead of $300,000, or $400,000, we propose to 
ae $1,000,000, or even $2,000,000, annually, 


In 


itures on the Atlantic coast. It would not be 
equivalent in one sense, even including the har- 
bors on the line of the northern lakes. Storms 
and dilapidations taking place from natural 
Causes, render it necessary for you to renew a 
inrge Portion of these works, year after year. 

1 admit that these obstructions are renewed, to 
Some extent, every year; but once clear them out 
thoroughly, and the appropriation thereafter may 
be diminished; but det there would have to be a 
continual appropriation, to render the navigation 
of the river safe, just as you have to make an 
®ppropriation ef a million and a half of dollars to 


Will my friend from Missouri tell | 


eeping open this great river: I say it would | 
be no more than an equivalent for the expend- | 
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structed on the Atlantic coast. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
Wishes answers to his questions, it will give me 
a great deal of pleasure to respond to them when- 
ever it suits hisconvenience to allow me to doso. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I desire to state 
another point before I take my seat. The hon- 
orable Senator from Louisiana reminds me of a 


fact of which I was not aware—that an appropria- | 


tion of $75,000, made a few years since, kept the 


mouths of the Mississippi free for two years. | 


We may infer from this, that it would be likely 
to do so again: but if $300,000 be required, it is 
but a pittance compared with the great value of 
the improvement. 

The distinguished Senator from Michigan has 
handed me a report made by Mr. Calhoun in 1846, 
ten years ago, in which he estimates the amount 
of freight, on the supposition that the boats go 
heavily freighted, at $2,000,000 annually, and the 
annual value of the products of the valley trans- 
ported on the Mississippi river and its tributaries 
at $120,000,000, and from other portions of the 
Union and frum foreign countries at $100,000,000, 


making an aggregate product of §220,000,000. || 


This was ten years ago. Itmay be true that some 
portion of the trade has been diverted by the rail- 
roads which have been constructed north of the 
Ohio river since that time; but my friend from 
Missouri can probably tell us whether the trade 
of that river has not kept pace 





withstanding the construction of the railroads. 
Mr. BELL, of ‘Tennessee. 
the construction of those numerous railways, the 
trade of the Mississippi river has more than 
doubled. I know, as has been stated by the Sen- 
ator from Georgia, that the honorable Senator 
from Illinois [Mr. Doueias] remarked on a for- 
mer occasion that four fifths, or a large propor- 
| tion, of the money appropriated for these objects 
was wasted. Iadmit that there is some waste, but 
that is always to be calculated upon. So there is 
waste in maintaining an army and navy,andevery 
other public institution over which the Constitu- 
tion gives you clear power. There must neces- 
sarily be waste; there is, of course, more or less 
looseness in superintendence. That is incident 
to all Governments. The power is abused, no 
doubt, just as the war power is abused. I be- 
lieve there is no political economist, no writer on 
Governments whose works I have ever read, or 
whose sentiments I have ever heard avowed, who 
does not say that the people of the United States 
are in less danger from the exercise of disputed 
powers, such as that of internal improvement, 
than from the gross abuse of clearly granted pow- 
ers. The very debates and disputes which take 
place in relation to appropriations of this descrip- 
tion are some guard against extravagant waste. 
The fact that we hear the honorable Senator from 
Georgia denouncing the character of our expend- 
itures, and the practice of this Government, tends 
to prevent a branching forth into that course of 
profligate expenditure which he has described. 


| One of his great objections to the expediency of || 


these works is the impossibility of having them 
economically conducted. The same objection 
lies to the war power, and the navy power, and 
every other power under this Government, 
| I desire to state further, in regard to the appro- 
| priations for light-houses, buoys, and beacons, 
that they commenced in the first year of the 
organization of this Government. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I so stated. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I believe the Sen- 
ator did state it; they have never been repudiated 
since that. One argument may be that we have 


‘| which light-houses stand should be ceded to the 
| United States. Sir, we can destroy this argu- 
|ment. We will cede you the jurisdiction of the 
| channel of the Mississippi at any time. 

|| Mr.GEYER. It belongs to the United States 
| now by compact. 

|| Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 
;| Ohio is so situated that least of all could there 
|| be any prospect of improving that river by any 


} 


I was struck the other day with an illustration 
on this point, put by the honorable Senator from 
Ohio, [Mr. Pucu,] when I heard him speak for 


| bordering onit, although they have jurisdiction. 
| 
i} 


keep up the facilities which you have already con- 


If my friend from Tennessee || 


| . . 
i| that foreign and domestic commerce ought to be 
Mr. GEYER. It has more than doubled, not- | 


Notwithstanding | 


required that the jurisdiction of the land on | 


So it does; but the | 


|| consentaneous arrangement between the States | 
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the first time on this subject. If we have power 
| to erect a light-house on a point of rocks at the 
entrance of one of our large bays or harbors on 
the Atlantic coast, in order to render navigation 
safe and easy, and if we may expend $500 a year 
to keep it up, can we not appropriate $300,000 to 
blow it out of the way altogether? The same 
| power exists in both cases. But, sir, the main 
| objection which I wish to interpose to the argu- 
; mentand views of the honorable Senator from 
Georgia is the principle of public justice and 
equality of which he has spoken. I call him back 
| to that again, and I ask him to commence his 
opposition to this system by laying the founda- 
tion for that equality and public justice as be- 
tween different portions of the Union, 

Mr. TOOMBS. The Senator from Tennessee 
has asked me several questions which I desire to 
answer. He has asked whence comes the power 
toerect and maintain light-houses, and carry on 
the coast survey, and whence come other powers 
which he says he isexercising? I do not support 
them. I voteagainstthem. I hold that we have 
| no such authority. Where light-houses are neces- 
| sary for the protection of your own Navy, I 

admit the power to make them; but it must be 
| in a case where they are necessary and proper, 
| and not merely for the benefit and facilitation of 
commerce. | have for eleven years maintained that 
| principle in these Halls, and atleast fifteen minutes 
| of my argument to-day was devoted to showing 


charged, as in England and France, for the benefits 
| which it receives. In England, Trinity House 
carries on the light-house system, and charges 
forit. I would make the ship-owners, the steam- 
boat-owners—the common carriers of this country 
—who are constantly using the power of this 
| Government to take money out of the pockets of 
honest industry and agriculture, submit to the 
universal rule. [ say that it would be more 
| proper for the Senator from Tennessee to find 
| the constitutional power for these things. He 
| Supports them—I do not. 
| ‘The Senator asks me where I derive the power 
to spend $12,000,000 a year for the Navy? Sir, 
I go to the only fountain of power which I know 
| in this country—the Constitution. The Consti- 
tution says that Congress shall ‘‘ raise and sup- 
port armies,’’ and ‘* provide and maintain a 
navy,’ and every power in the Constitution must 
be used for the common defense and general wel- 
fare. The Constitution gives no power of com- 
mon defense and general welfare, as the Senator 
from Tennessee seems to suppose; but its require - 
ment is, that every power granted by it to the 
lederal Government shall be used for the comi- 
| mon defense and general welfare. When you 
have aright to raise and support an army, and 
provide and maintain a navy, and when you have 
exercised the right, they must be used for the 
national defense. The defense of one is the de- 
fense of all. The destruction of nationality is 
| the destruction of the life of all. The whole ar- 
gument on the side of those who oppose me is 
| this: they ask me for powers. I have gone to 
the legitimate sources. ‘They have not done so, 
but talk to me of expediency. They tell me of 
the destruction of property and the loss of steam- 
boats on the Mississippi river. Let the owners 
of this property insure it, or let them pay the 
expenses of its transportation, and not go to the 
honest man living upon the sterile hills of New 
Hampshire, and levy pence out of his poverty for 
the benefit of the hundreds of millions—three 
hundred millions, you say—floating on the Mis- 
sissippi and its tributaries. This has been my 
argument. If it were six hundred millions, or 
six thousand millions, as much as you please, 
the greater it is the more burning the injustice 
and shame of taking from the pockets of those 
who are not benefited, and paying it to those 
who are boundless in wealth and production. 
This is my principle. 

I do not find the power to make these works in 
the Constitution. | must reject it, then, unless 
I find it to be necessary and proper to carry out 
a granted power. If 1 so considered it, I should 
exercise it. Underthose two heads, and those 
alone, I profess to find all my authority for acting 
asaSenator. For cleven years, under all changes 
of parties, in majorities and in minorities—in a 
minority of three, | am told, on this bill—I have 
stood by this great principle of justice. I say it 
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is not to the national advantage to rob one man 
for the benefit of another. I take issue with my 
friend from Kentucky. I sny that, if you take 
away the property of one man and give it to a 
thousand, or if you take away the property of 
one million of inhabitants and give it to nineteen 
millions, you do not create national wealth by 
transferring it from the pockets of honest industry 
to other people’s pockets. This is my principle. 
It is immovable; it can never be taken away. 
To take away the property of one million and 
give it to nineteen millions, increases the wealth 
of those to whom it is given, but does not increase 
the national wealth. It is an unjust transfer. 
The more commerce there is on the Mississippi, 
the more they are able and competent to pay the | 
expenses of transporting it; and I only ask that 
they shall do it. 





Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, I ask my honorable |, 


friend now to say whether at least we have not | 
plausible ground on which to maintain that ourtwo | 
or three hundred million dollars that float on the 
tee and its tributaries shall not be sub- | 
ject to a burden in every State the boundary of 
which it enters? Are our boats to be called in at 
every crossing, and a tonnage duty levied on 
them? These are obstructions against which the 
people would rebel, and rightfully, according to 
the manner in which this Government is admin- 
isteredin otherrespects. I ask him to say whether | 
it is fair that we should be subjected to these im- 
positions, when the Federal Government makes 
the navigation easy and oafe throughout the 
whole extent of the Atlantic coast at a cost of 





$1,500,000 annually. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I admit that there is no more | 
right to make the appropriation for one place 
than for the other. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. The Senator says 
that he did not vote for it, and he asks me to find | 
the power. Is he not inthe enjoyment of this 
‘* plunder’’ and ‘‘ robbery”’ of the public Treasury | 
occasioned by the support of light-houses and 
other facilities to commerce on the Atlantic coast? 
Is that honest ?—is it fair ? 

Mr. TOOMBS. No. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 
State enjoys it. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS. I have said that you taxed 
my State for making her own communications. 
England gets the benefit of them, the shipping 
of the United States gets the benefit of them. The 
shipping carries away our products. These light- | 
houses do not benefit us. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 


But the Senator’s 


and so has every other State onthe Atlantic, and | 
yet we find the most powerful opposition to im- | 
provements, such as are provided for in this bill, 
coming from those States. Did the honorable | 
Senator, in looking at red ghey song. of the | 
Federai Convention in regard to the power over | 
internal improvements, consider that those States | 
voted for the grant of power who wished to con- | 
nect themselves with large districts of country in | 
the interior, and that those States who voted | 
against it were small States who did not then 
perceive that they had much interest in the prop- 
osition? I believe this is the case in regard to 
the proposal to give the General Government 
power to construct canals. I believe his State—— 

Mr. TOOMBS, Georgia voted for it. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Because she had 
an extensive territory running, then, to the Mis- 
sissippi, and she wanted to have it improved. 
She desired power to be given to keep open these 
channels of communication. She has now sold 
out her western territory. She has confined her- 
self to the Atlantic slope, and joins with many of 
the Atlantic States in saying that we of the West 
shall have no appropriations from the common 
Treasury for the purpose of making these improve- 
ments. I know that the honorable Senator does 
not act on this ground; but itis well enough to | 
look back at this point to see that there is not | 
much to be drawn from the vote in the Federal | 
convention to which he alluded. How many of | 
the members of that conventian, who were counted 
among the nays in the vote which the Senator has | 
read, considered that the Government had already, | 
by the provisions of the Constitution, power to 
make these ee en 


Mr. ‘TOOMBS. Not one, as I read the de- 
bates. 


But Georgia has || 
all these facilities for navigation without charge, || 





|| and the cost of transportation. 


| 


| 





| lantic States continue to enjoy so 


| they are necessary ? 


| the Senator’s system of tonnage 


| get our produce to market. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I think some of the 
Massachusetts delegation said they had the power 
already. [ think Mr. King said so. 

Mr. TOOMBS. No, sir; that was on another 
question. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. It was in regard 
to the opening of communications between dif- 
ferent States, under the commercial power. 

Mr. TOOMBS. No, sir; that was claimed by 
nobody. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 
power of erecting corporations. 

Mr. TOOMBS. r. King said that they had 
power to make commercial monopolies, not in- 
ternal improvements. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. It is a long while 
since I read the debates on this point; but I had 
the idea that the votes given on these questions 
were no test, in every instance, of the principles 
which they meant to sanction either by an affirm- 
ative or negative vote. 

But, sir, the idea of excluding the great rivers 
of the West, and the harbors on the lakes, from 
the benefit of the public Treasury, while the At- 

reeai expend- 
iture annually and without question, no matter 
who votes for it or against it, is, I think 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS. Allow me to ask the Senator 
a question. Have not the lakes light-houses all 
over them? Have not the western rivers light- 


Then it was the 








houses as well as the Atlantic coast wherever | 


I know they are all over the 
lakes. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. We have none on 
the rivers. We go through them in all kinds of 
weather, by night and day, meeting obstructions, 
but we have no such facilities. ‘The difficulties 
of navigation increase the expense of insurance, 
All this falls not 
on the navigator, but on that honest class of 


oer, farmers and planters, upon whom the 


10norable Senator dwelt so much. This is the 
If you institute 
uty, the op- 
pression would be two or three fold what it is 
now, and we should be compelled to use the 


Georgia and South Carolina railroads in order to 


class that feels the burden now. 


does not mean to force us to that extremity, or 
impose that burden upon us; but all these things 
ae fairly be considered when you come to 
make up a verdict on the question whether these 
improvements ought to be continued or not. 
believe, sir, that we have never appropriated 
more than $2,500,000 at any one time for improve- 
ments of this nature; but if you were to appro- 
riate $4,000,000, or even $5,000,000, it would 
e money well expended, although $2,000,000 
might be wasted by negligence, to which all Gov- 
ernment expenditures are liable. 
I did not intend to enter into these questions. 
My main object was to appeal to the Senator 
from Georgia, on the question of equality and 


the eternal principles of justice between the dif- | 


ferent sections and States, to know how he could 
reconcile to his principles the appropriationsannu- 
ally made for affording facilities and safety to 
commerce on the Atlantic coast and deny them to 
the interior. 

Mr. WILSON. I voted very cheerfully for 
the two measures which have been vetoed by the 
President—one for an improvement at the ex- 
treme North and the other at the extreme South. 
If the vote be taken to-day my name shall be re- 
corded in the affirmative. Owing to an engage- 
ment made long ago I shall not be able to be here 
to-morrow, though if the question be not taken 
then I shall be here next week. I shall vote in 
favor of these measures in spite of the veto of the 
President. I shall vote for any measure of this 
character necessary for naval, military, or com- 
mercial purposes. We have the largest tonnage 
in the world, and I believeit to be the duty of the 
Government cn the Atlantic coast, on the Gulf 
coast,on the Lakes, on the Pacific, to protect and 
to defend this commerce. . 

But, sir, lam not surprised at this veto mes- 
sage. I suppose the people of the Northwest, 
those who live on the great tier of lakes and on 
our inland seas, will be disappointed. They voted 
in 1852 under the strongest assurances that the 
Democratic candidate nominated at Baltimore in 
that year, if elected, would sustain measures of 
this character. Just prior to that election I spent 


I know the Senator | 
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| Franklin Pierce President of the 


| but the people were assured that he the 


| Hampshire, and that if elected for the Pres 
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several days in Ohio, Michigan, Illinoj 
Wisconsin; and the public Speen and the leadin 
public men assured the people of those regions 
who have a deep interest in the improvement f 
these great inland seas, that if they would sleet 
eee : United States 
their wishes would be gratified. It was admit 
to be true that the vote of the candidate of tj, 
Democratic party in that year, when, in the 
Senate and House of Representatives on forme: 
occasions, had not been given for these measures. 


n repre. 
of New 


iden 
he would act for the whole country, for he knee, 


no North, no South, no East, no West. 

The people gave their votes in generous cop. 
fidence. Their representatives have come into 
this Chamber and into the other branch of Coy. 
gress, and have voted for these measures neces. 
sary for the protection of the commerce of ths 


sented the sentiment of the Democracy 


| lakes; and the Biodese which they gave four years 


ago, the President has shown in this veto were 
made without foundation. 

Sir, [do not know whether the chieftains of 
the Democratic party in the Northwest, in 1859 
received assurances from the candidate of the 
Democratic party, as the Barnburners and Anti. 
Slavery men of New York received assurances 
that year upon which they acted; but the 
promised the people, whether they spoke from 


| any hints or not; and the people honestly acted, 


and here is the fruit of their generous confidence. 
But, sir, I suppose this is of no account. He 
goes to Cincinnati with the blaze of the burning 
dwellings of Kansas, and that perhaps will redeem 
all his shortcomings and all his faults ! 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) The question is, Shall this bill pass, 
notwithstanding the objections of the President? 
Upon this question the Constitution requires the 

eas and nays to be entered upon the Journal, 

s the Senate ready for the vote? 

Mr. MASON. I shall be obliged to trespass 
on the attention of the Senate for a short time on 
this question. 

Mr. CLAY. Ihope the Senator will give way 
for a motion toadjourn. I understand that other 
gentlemen propose to address the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen. 
ator from Virginia yield the floor? 

Mr. MASON. Yan. sir. 

Mr. CLAY, Other Senators desire to speak 
on the subject. It is now four o’clock; I trust 
the Senate will adjourn to give them the oppor- 
tunity of being heard. One of them is not now 
present; he left here under the full expectation 
that the vote would not be taken to-day. I make 
the motion that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Will my friend from Als- 
bama withdraw the motion fora moment toallow 
me to make a suggestion? 

Mr. CLAY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BENJAMIN, I shall make no objection, 
of course, to the adjournment, to allow the Sen- 
ator from Virginia, or any other gentleman who 
desires to address the Senate, an opportunity of 
being heard; but I think there ought to be some 
understanding as to when the vote shall be taken 
on this measure. If there are more than two or 
three Senators who propose to speak, we may 
not be able to fix an hour to-morrow for taking 
the vote; but if there are no more than two or 
three Senators who desire to be heard, I think we 
should fix some hour to-morrow when the vote 
will be taken. I donot understand that any other 
pale than the Senator from Virginia, who 

as just risen, and perhaps his colleague, desires 
to address the Senate. If not, and if there is no 
suggestion of any further desire to debate the 
question, I will move, before we adjourn, that the 
vote be taken on this veto message, at four o’clock 
to-morrow. 

Mr. CLAY. I do not think that would be 
doing justice to the opponents of this measure; 
do not think that it would be exactly courteous (0 
limit them to that time. The debate will proba- 
bly commence at one o’clock, and it may not be 
concluded by four. 

Mr. SEWARD. Allow me to suggest to the 
honorable Senators that it is impossible for the 
Senate to make a resolution that the vote shall 
be taken at any time; because there is no pre 
vious question here to compel a vote. 





